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Regional Water Management Group 
Monday, July 10, 2017 1:30 pm 

Location: Chowchilla City Hall (Civic Center) 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
1. Open – Flag Salute 
       - Introductions – 1:37 
Jeannie Habben – Notetaker/ Admin Asst. 
Tom Wheeler – Madera County BOS 
Igal Treibatch – S.E.M.C.U 
Zaira Lopez – CA RWQCB 
Julia Berry – Madera County 
Maria Herrera – Self Help Enterprises 
Don Roberts – Gravelly Ford Water Dist. 
Jason Rogers – Coarsegold RCD 

Doug Welch – Chowchilla Water District 
Dave Merchen – City of Madera 
Christina Beckstead -  Madera Farm Bureau 
Ahmad Alkhayyat -  Madera County 
Dario Dominguez – Madera County 
Carl Janzen – Madera Irrigation District 
Sean Smith – Madera Irrigation District 
Jack Fry – Chowchilla Red Top RCD   

 
 

2.  Review & Approval - Agenda & Minutes 

• July Agenda & June Minutes   
Carl J made a motion to approve the agenda with one addition; Don R second the 
motion; all voted; motion is carried unanimously.    

• Addition to agenda - Discussion on Meeting Locations – being added to new 
business 

 
Doug W made a motion to approve the minutes with the deletion of items listed below; 
Igal T second the motion; all voted; motion is passed unanimously 

• Strike GSA meeting comment on #9 

• Strike leaning toward one choice (Plan Update applicants) comment in Page 3, 
number 9 

 
3.    Public Comment –  

• Scott Peterson is going to add to HR23 something to reduce brush/vegetation in the 
water system. 
 

• Jack F made general comments regarding water issues in Madera giving historical 
information and recommendations. 
 

• Christina B from the Madera Farm Bureau announced that on July 21 at 11:00 to 1:00 at 
the Madera Community College (Room TM11) they will be holding the Agriculture Round 
Table. Lunch will be $12.00 at the event.  

 

• Sierra Water Workgroup is having their 2017 Summit on July 24 to July 25 in Kings 
Beach, CA. Sponsored by the State Bar of California, Environmental Law Section. This 
will be a 1 ½-day workshop focused on state-wide issues and tools around the theme 
“Legal and Legislative Strategies to Protecting our Headwaters.” They will be discussing 
Climate change, DAC Involvement, IRWM plans, and Coordination Advocacy. 
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• Storm water management projects in Madera County. This meeting will bring together 
governmental and nongovernmental organizations with members of the public to discuss 
a plan for identifying, prioritizing, and implementing storm water resource projects in the 
Madera County region. Funds are available in your area for increasing water security, 
alleviating flooding, and incorporating better storm water management methods for a 
more resilient future. 7/13/17 at 6pm, in the 3rd floor hearing room of the Madera County 
Government Center located at 200 W. 4th Street.  Please RSVP to 
aja@sierrawatershedprogressive.com 

 

• Land Subsidence in the San Joaquin Valley – Free briefing to be held at the University 
Business Center, CSU Fresno on Wednesday, August 16, 2017, 8:30 to 3:30. This 
briefing is sponsored by DWR and the Water Education Foundation and will highlight the 
array of technologies available for subsidence measurement and monitoring, including 
information and technical support being provided by DWR. 
 

• Igal T. has a meeting scheduled with Jim Costa and would like any suggestions for 
comments. 

 

 New Business: 
4.    Discussion and Action - Financial Report/Warrant Approvals 

Carl J distributed the monthly financial reports for July. This was reviewed by the group and 
after discussion,  
- Carl J made a motion to approve the July Financial Report for this month with no 

changes; Igal T second the motion; all voted; motion is passed unanimously.   
- Jeannie H presented the Notetaker invoice for signature. 

 

5.  Discussion – Proposition 1 Disadvantaged Community Involvement Funding 
The last Roundtable of Regions Conference call was on June 29.  They discussed 
comments on DWR’s proposed changes for Prop 1 IRWM implementation grants; where 
everyone was with their IRWM Plan updates; the joint letter regarding DWR’s Stakeholder 
Perspectives document; and the California Water Plan Update 2018 proposal regarding 
“Regional Water Sustainability Plans.” They also announce that Tracy Billington has left, 
being replaced by Carmel Brown.   

 

• Mountain Counties (MCFA) 
The MCFA released their final draft of the application for the IRWM DAC Involvement for 
final comments and review.  All concerns and comments previously made were 
addressed in this version. Not all of Madera’s Foothill DACs were listed in the application 
and this was a concern; it was verified that the entire first task is dedicated to 
identifying/adding communities so the Madera RWMG as well as other regions can 
make additions or deletions to the list later. The list in the appendix is essentially 
showing the gaps of the DWR mapping and is incomplete. 
 

• San Joaquin River (SJRFA) 
On June 22, the SJR funding area met and discussed the composing the RFP for 
contracting with the group to write the application for the DAC Involvement in the San 
Joaquin Valley funding area and writing the Charter. The next meeting is on July 12, 
again in Modesto, and they will finalize the Request for Proposal and discuss the draft 
group Charter. San Luis Delta-Mendota is technically the applicant but who will write the 
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applications is still in question and will be answered by the RFP. Sean and Carl from 
MID will attend the meeting on July 12.  
 

6.  Discussion - IRWM Plan Update 

• Review Submitted Proposals for Plan Update 

• Review Comment County Counsel  
There were two proposals received as discussed at the June meeting.  Chairman Tom 
W took to County Counsel the letter from MID’s legal counsel to review their comments 
and receive a recommendation. The County Counsel suggested to resubmit and repost 
the RFQ with extended dates.  
 
A motion was made to use the same RFQ and change the due date for the response. 
The RFQ will be reposted July 11 by Ahmad A. on ebidboard.com, and the new due date 
will be August 25. The RWMG will vote at the September 11 RWMG meeting on the 
proposals. Jeannie H will direct send the RFQ to any suggested firms. 
 
A motion was made to approve the above-mentioned dates and to form a committee to 
review any received proposals between August 25 and September 11. Carl J made the 
motion; Jason R second the motion; all voted; motion is passed unanimously.  The 
reviewing committee will be Sean S, Doug W, and Don R. 

  
7.  Discussion and Action – Madera RWMG Website 

This is on hold until the proposal is chosen for the plan update, this could possibly be rolled   
into the Plan Update contract as an additional task for the Plan Update. Julia B stated that 
she built a page for the RWMG on the County Natural Resources website. She followed 
this with a Brown Act discussion regarding having the agenda posted 72 hours before each 
meeting at each location.   

 
8.  Discussion and Action – Administrative Assistant Contract Renewal 

Jeannie H had sent a copy of her previous contract to the signatory members of this group 
for review. A contract had not been signed since August 2012. Jeannie H requested that 
there be an addition to clarify that mileage and travel expenses associated with performing 
new responsibilities with the DAC and Mountain County issues.  

 

Tom W suggested that there be a committee formed to address the position and contract 
of the Administrative Assistant.  He also stated that the contract should not just be sent to 
the signatory list but to the entire list that represents the public at large and that he would 
take the contract to County Counsel for review. Carl J suggested that the contract is 
reworded so that MID is not the responsible party, that it should be changed to Madera 
RWMG, even though MID writes the checks. It was also suggested that there is a clause 
added to state that additional years are optional so the contract does not have to be 
signed each year.  

 
Igal T made a motion to form a committee to re-evaluate the position of Administration 
Assistant; Doug W second the motion; all voted; motion is passed unanimously.   

 
9. Oakhurst Meeting Location – Discussion 

Tom W suggested moving the Oakhurst meeting location to the Madera County Building. 
After discussion, it was decided to not change the location, but to change the time for the 
Oakhurst meeting to 2:30. The meetings at the other locations (Madera and Chowchilla) will 
remain at 1:30.  
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Old Business: 
10.    Report – Sustainable Groundwater Management - SGMA 

The next step in the SGMA process is to apply for funding to write the SGMA Plan for the 
Madera and the Chowchilla sub basins. The draft proposal solicitation package is out and 
when available the county will apply for the Prop 1 planning funding. Self Help Enterprises 
will be applying for Category 1 funding ($10 million state wide) to assist DACs to establish 
an education engagement program. They will be working with DAC education in severely 
DAC areas. Category 2 funds are for DAC Plan Development. 

 

11.    Report – Grant Updates 

• Round I - Implementation Projects 
The Arundo mulching is completed and they are applying for an extension for sediment 
removal with no other changes to the scope. The date of the end of the grant, with the 
extension, is February 2019. 
 

12.    Discussion - New or Suggested Memberships to RWMG 

• District 5/Foothills Recruitment 
No suggestions. 

 

13.    Next Meeting Location and Time – Monday, August 14, 2017 - 1:30 pm  
Madera County Government Center, 200 W. 4th Street, Madera, CA, 559-675-7703   

 
14.  Future Agenda Items: 

• Review Bylaws 

• Brown act rules 

• Administrative Assistant Contract  

• Web site – on hold 
 
15.  Action Items: 

Send out Administrative Assistant Contract after suggested changes are made.  
 
16.  Adjourn: 2:46 
 

 


