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Why groundwater management 1s important

* On average California gets 40% of its water from groundwater.
During droughts, that number can go up to 60%

* In the Central Valley we are even more dependent on
groundwater than the state as a whole

* 90% of central valley residents rely on groundwater for at least
part of their drinking water supply

* Most unincorporated communities at 100% reliant on
groundwater






SGMA: A solution for managing groundwater

Previously only voluntary management in certain areas of the state
Groundwater levels have been declining for decades due to overuse

Over pumping of groundwater, or overdraft combined with the
drought had an unprecedented impact on our state:

* Rapidly declining groundwater levels causing a “race to the
bottom”

* Dry wells
* Subsidence



What 1s SGMA?

& Three bill package (SB 1168 (Pavley), AB 1739 (Dickinson), SB
1319 (Pavley))

& Si1gned by governor Brown September 16, 2014

& Objective: Ensure the long-term reliability of our groundwater
resources and connected surface water resources by requiring
“sustainable” management

& Core principle: Local Control



Whose interests are at stake?

(a) Holders of overlying groundwater rights (ag and domestic);
(c) Public water systems;

(d) Local land use planning agencies;

(e) Environmental users of groundwater;

(f) Surface water users;

(h) California Native American tribes;

(I) Disadvantaged communities, including, but not limited to, those
served by private domestic wells or small community water
systems.



How will we implement sustainable management?

Three steps for implementation:
¢ Form Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAS)
& Develop Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs)

& Implement GSPs to achieve sustainability



GSP Requirements

Description of the plan area and basin setting
Hydrogeological conceptual model
Groundwater conditions
Water budget
Management areas (if desired)

Sustainability criteria
Sustainability goal
Undesirable results
Minimum thresholds
Measurable objectives
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I.ocal Efforts
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Madera County Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA)

A The Madera County Board of Supervisors are the Board of the GSA

A When necessary, they meet at the end of the board of supervisors meeting every Tuesday at 9 A.M. at the Madera
County Government Center

A What powers does a GSA have:
A Assess fees
A Regulate water use
AHas a goal of reaching Osustainabilityo



Be a Part of the Solution



Current and Future Work

& Current work for Madera and Chowchilla Subbasins
¢ Discussing management areas (one? two?)

¢ Reviewing water budgets by GSA

& Next steps for Madera and Chowchilla Subbasins
& Minimum thresholds for undesirable effects

¢ Evaluating management actions and projects






