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Activities

• May 15, 2018 – Madera County, Chowchilla Subbasin, GSA - BBM

• May 30, 2018 – Public Technical Workshop, CWD, 2-4 p.m. 

• June 27, 2018 – Public Workshop with Roundtable and Coordination 
Committee, 2-4 p.m. 

• July 18, 2018 – Public Technical Workshop, 2-4 p.m. Chowchilla Water 
District Agenda

• August 15, 2018 – Madera County, Chowchilla Subbasin Advisory 
Committee, 6:00 p.m., County Government Center, Room 3005

http://www.maderacountywater.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Chowchilla-Subbasin-meeting-2018-07-18.pdf
https://www.maderacounty.com/




Basin Boundary Modification



Management Areas

• “…an area within a basin for which the Plan may identify different 
minimum thresholds, measurable objectives, monitoring, or projects and 
management actions based on differences in water use sector, water 
source type, geology, aquifer characteristics, or other factors.”

• May define one or more management areas (MAs)
• Will creation of MAs facilitate implementation of GSP?

• MAs can define different minimum thresholds (MTs) and measurable objectives 
(MOs) provided undesirable results are defined uniformly throughout subbasin



Water Budgets

• Chowchilla Subbasin has approximately 100,000 acre-feet a year of 
overdraft based on 2015 land use

• County GSA has 60,000 acre-feet of overdraft a year based on 1989-
2014  land use

• Numbers are subject to change



Grants

• Water Market Strategy – U.S. Bureau of Reclamation WaterSmart

• Arundo Removal Plan – Wildlife Conservation Board



Sediment Removal Projects

• The County/MID has obtained all the necessary permits through the 
Federal/State Agencies to remove sand/sediment from parts ofour
sloughs.

• Sand is free, but must be used for dust control. 

• Removing sand will allow more water to infiltrate the channel.

• Over the counter permit can be obtained from the County.

• Call Dario Dominguez 675-7811 x3554



Projects and Management Action Ideas

• Projects
• Augment supplies (new supplies, 

flood flows)

• Use recharge basins (on-farm and 
larger, like banks)

• Use wells for recharge (dry and 
injection)

• Build Temperance Flat

• Expand Capacity behind Buchanan 
Dam

• Expand Capacity of Madera Canal

• Management Actions
• Create conservation easements

• Create water markets

• Charge extraction fees to pay for 
regional recharge basin 
construction

• Well fund for people whose wells 
go dry



Recharge Basins

Permits Potentially Required
• Grading and Drainage Permit, Engineering Drawings 

required (County Permit)

• Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan, only required if 
total construction is 1 acre or more. (County, Water Board)

• 401 – may be exempt (Water Board)

• 404 – may be exempt under cultivation, farm ponds 
(USACE)

• 1602 – only if you are working or connecting to an existing 
creek, river (CDFW)

• Encroachment Permit – only if you are working within the 
levee system or connecting to it (CVFPB)

• Permit – depending on storage, if the basin is above ground 
then the height will also dictate (Division of Dam and 
Safety)

• Letter of Map Revision LOMR – only if basin is located 
within the Flood plain (FEMA)

• Permit – only if it exceeds a certain amount of soil. 1000 CY 
+- (SMARA)

• Conditional Use Permit - basins are not exempt from CEQA 
(County CED)

Elements Needed for a Permit

• Engineering Drawings stamped by a 
licensed engineer

• Cost Estimate
• Most basins required to be fenced 

if open to public
• Erosion Control Plan
• Elevation Certificate
• Notice of Exemption 
• Erosivity Waiver



Calendar

• August 22, 2018 – Public Workshop with Roundtable and 
Coordination Committee, 2-4 p.m. Chowchilla Water District

• September 26, 2018 – Public Workshop with Roundtable and 
Coordination Committee, 2-4 p.m. Chowchilla Water District

• October 31, 2018 – Public Technical Workshop, 2-4 p.m. Chowchilla 
Water District

• November 15, 2018 – Madera County, Chowchilla Subbasin County 
Advisory Committee, 6:00 p.m.

https://cwdwater.com/
https://cwdwater.com/
https://cwdwater.com/

