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                Regional Water Management Group

LOCATION:                                       LOCATION:  Chowchilla City Hall
.  





          130 Second Street
  





          Chowchilla, California
MINUTES
Monday, November 25, 2019 1:30 pm
1.  The meeting was called to order at 1:30pm, by Tom Wheeler, chairman. 

     The flag salute was followed by self-introductions.  Those present included: 

Tom Wheeler – Madera County BOS

Carl Janzen – Madera Irrigation District

Al Solis – S.E.M.C.U.



Jeannie Habben - Madera County 
           
        

Stephanie Anagnoson - Madera County
Igal Treibatch, SEMCU
Stefani Dias, MCFB

Michael Peters, Kaweah Pump

Johnnie Siliznoff, NRCS
Don Roberts, Gravely Ford WD
Greg Rodgers, Madera Valley Water

Christina Huerta, Madera Valley Water

Doug Welch – CWD

Maria Kennedy, Kennedy Communications
Christi Hansard – RWMG Note Taker
2.  Review & Approval - Agenda & Minutes
· A motion to approve the October minutes was made by Carl J; Stephanie A second; Additions were made: 3A Staffing and 7A Support Letter; all voted; Motion passed unanimously.
· A motion to approve the November agenda was made by Carl J; Al S second; all voted; Motion passed unanimously.

3.   Public Comment
· Jeannie H shared a picture of a fire poster she found to be particularly well worded.

3A. RWMG Staffing

Stephanie A distributed a handout laying out the current situation (unsustainable),  
examples of how the issue is addressed by other groups, and alternative ways to solve 
the problem. Discussion followed, identifying the need for more money in the budget to 
support either a full time consultant or possibly a part time person shared with another 
group.  Johnnie S suggested Madera/Chowchilla RCD as a sharing partner. There was 
consensus to hire a part time person. Carl J expressed concern about increasing dues to 
$4,500 per year.  Don R shared that concern and felt that it might result in a loss of 
members.  Carl J suggested a letter be sent to all members requesting an additional 
$2,000, equaling $38,000 for the year.  Johnnie S asked Tom W to talk to Sharon Nance 
for Julie Kono.  A motion to increase dues to $2,500 per member group per year, and to 
hire a person to take over all tasks formerly performed by Jeannie H was made by Igal 
T; Carl J second; all voted; Motion passed unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS
4.  Discussion and Action - Financial Report/Warrant Approvals
· After distribution and discussion of the cash activity report, with all debits and credits explained, Carl J made a motion to approve the Report with no changes; Stephanie A second the motion; all voted; motion is passed unanimously. 
· Carl J will revise his proposed Draft 2020 Budget.  
5.   IRWM Plan Update
· Jeannie H announced the Plan Update was fully approved.  We meet all Prop. 1 standards.
· Resolutions have been received from all groups.
6.   Discussion – Proposition 1 Disadvantaged Community Involvement Funding
· Mountain Counties
Jeannie H reported that the nine members have signed an MOC to split round 2 funds equally.  The maximum will be about $600,000.  Carl J made a motion for Tom W to sign the agreement and send it back; Stephanie A second; all voted; motion passed unanimously. There is $40,000 still available for each group.  CRCD is working on the application to fund a water tank for extra water storage at the North Fork Community Center.
· San Joaquin Valley Counties
· P&P completed the water meter assessment report.  
· SHE is working with Public Works.  They plan to use the $20,000 left in the budget to fund the CEQA notice of exemption and for biolocgical and cultural studies.  The next meeting is December 18, in Modesto.  Carl J will attend.  
7A. Letter of Support


The group gave a thumbs up in support of the Letter of Support Jeannie H prepared for 
the CRCD application.

7.    Proposition 1 IRWM Implementation Funding
· Mountain Counties
Indian Lakes Smart Meter Project for $551,000 was selected. Coarsegold RCD will be the grant administrator.  Work will be done by county public works.  The grant proposal is being prepared by the county grant writer.  The project will provide 500 smart meters to residents of Indian Lakes.
· San Joaquin Valley Counties
There are four projects:

1. Grant administration


2.  Madera smart meters


3.  Parksdale smart meters


4.  Parkwood well rehab

For this round, money is being split evenly.

OLD BUSINESS

8.  Sustainable Groundwater Management Report

No report.
9.  SGMA Report

Doug W reported that the Chowchilla subbasin had a listening session, received public comments, and adopted recommendations to adopt the GSA.  This will go to the boards in December, and to DWR in January.  
Stephanie A reported that the Madera subbasin may not have a coordination agreement.  Igal T added that SEMCU increased the dry wells in the Ranchos to 140.
10.  Arundo/Silt Removal Project Report

There are three contracts for silt removal.  The Arrundo project will be complete in February 2020.
11.  New or Suggested Memberships to RWMG
Madera Valley Water Company, a DAC, submitted their application to rejoin the group, as a dues-exempt member.  They provide 2000 connections in the Berenda School area, aka Madera Acres.  Don R made a motion to accept their application; Carl J second; all voted; the motion passed unanimously.
12.  Next Meeting

The agenda incorrectly identified the location of the next meeting.  The next meeting will take place on Monday, January 27, 2020, at 1:30pm, at the Madera County Government Center, 200 W. 4th Street, Room 3005, Madera, California. 
13.  Future Agenda Items
· RWMG Staffing
· Election of 2020 Officers
14.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:45pm.

