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Minutes of Regular Meeting 	 	 	 	 

February 20, 2023

A meeting of the GFWD was opened in person and telephonically on February 20, 2023 at 1:30 PM.


PRESENT:      In person: Michael Naito, Seth Kirk, and Don Roberts 	 	 	 

	 	 Call-in: Paul Stewart; Garth Pecchenino - QK Consulting

ABSENT:     	 Diane Kirk, Nick Davis

PUBLIC:	 Present: Lakhwinder Brar - Landowner

	 	 Call-in: None


1.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:   None


2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: On a motion by M Naito and a second by P Stewart, the minutes of the 	 	
	 regular meeting of January 16, 2023 were unanimously approved as emailed. On a motion by P 		
	 Stewart and a second by M Naito, the minutes of the Special meeting of January 27, 2023 were 		
	 unanimously approved as emailed.


3.  POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  No potential conflicts were identified.


4.  GSA/GSP (SGMA):  Garth reviewed the attached memo on the latest meeting on the response to 	 	
	 the DWR letter of deficiencies for the Madera Subbasin. Garth advised that DWR primary 	 	
	 concerns are issues relating to possible domestic well failures and ground subsidence. There 	 	
	 needs to be a common plan for dealing with the domestic well but the group agrees that each 	 	
	 GSA would deal with this issue independently. DWR thinks subsidence and ground water levels 		
	 go together. Although for GFWD this does not coordinate.

	 There is a reevaluation of the ground water models with adjustments for local conditions. The 	 	
	 interconnection of different ground water levels needs more data on the methodology.


	 Don reported on the January Subbasin meeting he attended in late January. The main issue 	 	
	 was Madera Irrigation District’s letter to Madera County regarding issues with County GSP. 	 	
	 There was no consensus from the discussion. Each GSA will have their own narrative on the 	 	
	 matter. Still awaiting minutes of the meeting from John Davis POC. Garth to follow up to try to 	 	
	 get more info. The only real agreement at that meeting was each GSA would work to submit 	 	
	 their response to DWR’s letter by the deadline and the group would start having meetings to 	 	
	 work on the 5-year plan updates starting in April. Garth advised he will have everything ready to 		
	 submit to the POC on March 1st with a draft to the Board. The final data for submittal will be for 	 	
	 Board authorization at the March meting. DWR may require a Resolution by the Board and will 	 	
	 provide a draft for action.


	 Don advised that several landowners have new plantings and the District will get this 	 	 	
	 information to Garth asap.

	 

5.   WATER SUPPLY: Don gave an update on the 2022 water supply. The District took 2,123 AF of 	 	
	 Uncontrolled Season Cl 2 water from Jan 18th  - Feb 10th, 2023 or 88 ½ AF per day.


	 B of R made Uncontrolled Restoration Flow (URF) in the amount of 1,568 AF at $23/AF 	 	 	
	 available to GFWD starting Feb 10th through April 30th. This water is to be paid for at the time of 		
	 commitment. The time period of use can change with little notice. There will be be no refunds on 
	 unused water. Don plans to use this from starting Feb 10th until the first week in March. It is 	 	
	 anticipated there will be more URF and Cl 2 water available in March and beyond.


	 Several landowners are taking water at no charge. No water from the SJR deliveries has 	 	
	 reached Cottonwood Creek. Earlier water was diverted to the Secara Reservoir and the 		 	
	 Gravelly Ford Canal north of CWC.
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	 Davis Vineyards has a turnout on the pipeline from MID spill to the District’s south line. They 	 	
	 contracted with MID for purchasing water for recharge on the “white area” vineyards. Any 	 	
	 unused water becomes available to GFWD at no charge. They are also putting water for 		 	
	 recharge on the orchard in GF. GFWD will get credit for recharge for all the water entering the 	 	
	 District.


6.  SYSTEM MAINTENANCE: Madera Pumps serviced the District pumps. There was a minor problem 		
	 with VSP on Pump 2 at the river, but it was easily corrected. Unable to operate the hub-end 	 	
	 gate valve at Ave 4 ½ and Rd 21. There are also 3 leaks in the south line. The District has 	 	
	 contracted with Cal-West Rain to make repairs. Still awaiting a schedule. 


7.  MADERA REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT GROUP: The group proceeded to the election of a 	 	
	 Chairman and Vice Chairman. The nominations of Carl Janzen for Chairman and Kristi 	 	 	
	 Robinson for Vice Chairman were made and seconded. At this point Bobby Macaulay, Madera 	 	
	 County Supervisor indicated he would not mind serving as the Chairman or Vice Chairman 	 	
	 since he was the the new District 5 Supervisor replacing Tom Wheeler who served as Chairman 
	 for several years. Bobby M was nominated as Chairman and Carl J withdrew his nomination. 	 	
	 Bobby Macaulay was elected as Chairman and Kristi Robinson was elected Vice Chairman. The 
	 highlights of the meeting were :


• RWMG to acquire their own Zoom account

• Update of projects

• Updated project list

• County Drought Plan discussion	 


8.   ANNEXATION REQUEST: Don reported all proponents had been provided with the current LAFCO 		
	 Fee Schedule which will be adjusted slightly upward effective July 1st. The attached LAFCO 	 	
	 Annexation Criteria was also provided to these landowners. Don will provide everyone with a 	 	
	 copy of the GFWD documents used on the previous annexation to the District. No action was 	 	
	 taken.


9 . FINANCIAL REPORT:  (a) The Board was presented with a summary of the February 20 2023 bills, 	 	
	 the February 20, 2023 summary of the District’s Temporary Investments and the February 2023 		
	 Income & Expenses for the year, along with the monthly totals of Temporary Investments for 	 	
	 2021, 2022 and 2023. On a motion by M Naito and a second by P Stewart, the Board voted 	 	
	 unanimously to approve payment of the February bills in the amount of $122,111,86.


	 (b) 2022 Year End Financial Report of Income and Expenses - Don advised he had not included 
	 an amount of SGMA/GSA costs nor the Prop 218 income. This will be a March Agenda item.

	 	 	 

10. CORRESPONDENCE & MANAGER’S REPORT: The District again received a request for a $300 	 	
	 contribution to the San Joaquin Valley Ag Water Committee. Don advised years ago we 	 	 	
	 attended the meetings when the MidValley Canal was still a consideration. The group now 	 	
	 meets twice a year at ACWA which GFWD does not attend. No action taken.


11.  BOARD COMMENTS & FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:  None

	 	 	 

12.  ADJOURNMENT:   The meeting declared adjourned at 2:25 PM.

	 Next scheduled meeting is for Monday March 20, 2023 at 1:30 PM. It is anticipated the 	 	 	
meeting will be in person attendance with telephone call-in option.


_________________________________

Diane Kirk, Secretary/Treasurer
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