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MEETING OF THE 

ROOT CREEK WATER DISTRICT 
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

will be held on 
 Monday, July 10, 2023  

11:00 a.m. 
(or immediately following the Root Creek Board of Directors meeting) 

at the Lodge at Riverstone 
370 Lodge Road 

Madera, CA 93638 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

2. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 
 

(The Board may add an item to the agenda if, upon a two-thirds vote, the 
Board finds that there is a need for immediate action on the matter and the 
need came to the attention of the District after the posting of this Agenda). 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Members of the public may address the Board on any matter related to the 
District that is not included on the Agenda. Comments are limited to five (5) 
minutes per person. 

 
4. POTENTIAL CONFLICT(S) OF INTEREST 

 
(Any Board member who has a potential conflict of interest may now identify 
the item and recuse himself or herself from discussing and voting on the 
matter). 

 
5. MINUTES  

a. Review and consider action to accept the minutes from the meetings on March 
13, 2023 and April 17, 2023. 

 
 
 



 

 

6. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(Members of the Board or Staff may provide comment on any timely matter 
related to the District that is not included on the agenda). 
 

7. BOARD ACTION ITEMS 
 

a. Well Permit Request – Review and consider action to approve a well 
permitting request per Executive Order N-7-22 for APN # 049-083-008. 

 
8. STAFF REPORT 

 
a. General Manager – The Board may take action on any of the following 

items: 
 

i. Madera Subbasin Status Update 
 

ii. Other items as needed 
 

9. ADJOURN 
 
 
 

 

▪ Items on the Agenda may be taken in any order. 
▪ Action may be taken on any item listed on the Agenda. 
▪ Writings relating to open session Agenda items that are distributed to members of the Board of 
Directors will be available for inspection at the District office, excluding writings that are not 
public records or are exempt from disclosure under the California Public Records Acts. 
▪ ACCOMMODATIONS FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 
A person with a qualifying disability under the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990 may 
request the District to provide a disability-related modification or accommodation in order to 
participate in any public meeting of the District. Such assistance includes appropriate alternative 
formats for the agendas and agenda packets used for any public meetings of the District. 
Requests for such assistance and for agendas and agenda packets shall be made in person, by 
telephone, or by written correspondence to the District at (559) 970-8778 or P.O. Box 27950, 
Fresno, California 93729, at least 48 hours before a District meeting. 
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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 
Root Creek Water District 

Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) 
held on  

November 14, 2022 
 
 

1. Call to Order:  
The regular meeting for the Root Creek Water District GSA was called to order at 11:49 
a.m. at the Lodge at Riverstone by President Nick Bruno. Board members present were 
Nick Bruno, Jeff Coulthard, Amber Mendoza, Dan Hoffman, Eric Bream, and Lynn 
Hoffman. Members absent: Brice Jones. Members of the public included Julia Stornetta, 
Al Solis, Lauren Layne, Brian Ehlers, Ben Ewell, John Ewell, Shay Bakman, and Jason 
Stacier. 
 

2. Additions to the Agenda: 
There were no additions to the agenda. 

 
3. Public Comment:  

There was no public comment. 
 

4. Potential Conflicts of Interests: 
There were no conflicts identified. 

 
5. Minutes 

A motion was made by Director Coulthard, seconded by Lynn Hoffman to accept the 
minutes from the May 9, 2022 and the October 10, 2022 meetings.  The motion carried. 

 
6. Correspondence 

There was no correspondence to report. 
 

7. Staff Report 
Consultants have held a first meeting to discuss responding to DWR’s comments on the 
subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plans.  The meeting included 6 staff members from 
the Department of Water Resources and was a regulatory meeting without much specific 
guidance as to how to proceed with updating Plans.  No feedback was given as to what 
would be acceptable as far as it relates to updated Plans.  The next meeting is scheduled 
for November 8, 2022 with DWR.  Some of the issues relate to: water accounting, 



 

 
 

interconnected surface water, the subbasin water budget and the subbasin coordination 
agreement. 

 
8. Adjournment: 

The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 11:58 a.m. 
 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Julia D. Berry, District Secretary 
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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 
Root Creek Water District 

Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) 
held on  

March 13, 2023 
 
 

1. Call to Order:  
The regular meeting for the Root Creek Water District GSA was called to order at 12:05 
p.m. at the Lodge at Riverstone by President Nick Bruno. Board members present were 
Nick Bruno, Jeff Coulthard, Amber Mendoza, Brice Jones, and Shannon Simonian. 
Board members absent: Eric Bream. Members of the public included Brian Ehlers, Julia 
Stornetta, Jessica Johnson, Heather Bashian, and Nicole Stornetta. 
 

2. Additions to the Agenda: 
There were no additions to the agenda. 

 
3. Public Comment:  

There was no public comment. 
 

4. Potential Conflicts of Interests: 
There were no conflicts identified. 

 
5. Approval of GSA Meeting Minutes:  

Minutes from the meeting on November 14, 2022, were tabled for further review. 
 

6. Correspondence 
Staff reported on Governor’s Executive order N-23, which indicates that those who can 
take flood water are notified that can use flood flows without a permit and may divert 
flows through June 2023.   

 
7. Staff Report 

The State announced on March 9, 2023, that several subbasins’ GSPs did not get 
approved:  Chowchilla, Kern, and Tulare.  Kings & Westside Plans did get approved. 
In the Madera Subbasin, a revised coordination agreement will not be adopted at this 
time, as there was not enough time to negotiate revisions prior to the March 21, 2023 
deadline for submittal. 
 



 

 
 

A special meeting of the RCWDGSA will be held March 20, 2023 to adopt the annual 
report and a revised GSP for submittal to DWR. 
 

 
8. Adjournment: 

The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 12:21 p.m. 
 

 
 

__________________________________ 
Julia D. Stornetta, District Secretary 
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Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Board of Directors 
Root Creek Water District 

Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) 
held on  

March 20, 2023 

1. Call to Order:
The special meeting for the Root Creek Water District GSA was called to order at 2:00
p.m. at the Lodge at Riverstone by President Nick Bruno. Board members present were 
Nick Bruno, Jeff Coulthard, Amber Mendoza, and Shannon Simonian. Board members 
absent: Brice Jones, Eric Bream. Members of the public included Brian Ehlers, Julia 
Stornetta, Lauren Layne, Al Solis, Jeff Callaway (Lennar Homes), Garrett Pack (Lennar 
Homes) Lauren Layne and Nicole Stornetta.

2. Additions to the Agenda:
There were no additions to the agenda.

3. Public Comment:
There was no public comment.

4. Potential Conflicts of Interests:
There were no conflicts identified.

5. Correspondence
There was no correspondence reported.

6. PUBLIC HEARING
The Public Hearing was called to order at 2:01 p.m. 
Staff gave a brief presentation on the items that were revised in the GSP:
The groundwater model was used to coordinate Plans in the Madera Subbasin.
The RCWDGSA Sustainability Goal was revised, and the model was used to look at 
future water budgets in the Madera Subbasin, as well as to establish Minimum 
Thresholds.
Root Creek Water District GSA’s actual water measurements reflect a 50–100-foot 
difference in data when compared to the model, and the GSP recognizes that there is a 
difference in RCWDGSA.  There are 4 sites designated to measure subsidence in the



 

 
 

Madera Subbasin – none of the sites are near the RCWD boundary.  RCWD historically 
shows a subsidence rate of approximately .2 ft/year. 
 
 

7. Resolution to adopt a revised updated RCWDGSA Groundwater Sustainability 
Plan –  
Director DelaGuerra made a motion to adopt the resolution, seconded by Director 
Coulthard and the motion carried. 

 
8. Annual Report – Director Coulthard made a motion, seconded by Director Simonian to 

accept the 2022 Annual Report for the RCWDGSA GSP, subject to edits by the District 
Engineer, and the motion carried. 

 
9. Adjournment: 

The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 12:21 p.m. 
 

 
 

__________________________________ 
Julia D. Stornetta, District Secretary 
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Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Board of Directors 
Root Creek Water District 

Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) 
held on  

April 17, 2023 
 
 

1. Call to Order:  
2. The special board meeting for the Root Creek Water District Groundwater Sustainability 

Agency (RCWD) was called to order at 11:01 a.m. by President Nick Bruno. Board 
members present were Nick Bruno, Jeff Coulthard, Amber Mendoza, Shannon Simonian, 
Mike DelaGuerra, and Eric Bream.  Members of the public included Julia Stornetta, 
Lauren Layne, Nicole Stornetta, Heather Bashian, Brian Ehlers, Al Solis, Steve Pickens, 
Shay Bakman, Tim Bakman, Garrett Pack and Jeff Callaway. 

 
3. Public Comment:  

There was no public comment. 
 

4. Potential Conflicts of Interests: 
There were no conflicts identified. 

 
5. Correspondence 

There was no correspondence reported. 
 

6. Staff Report 
Staff presented correspondence from the Department of Water Resources to the Madera 
Irrigation District (MID), in response to MID’s action not to adopt a revised updated 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan. 
 

7. Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 12:20 p.m. 
 

 
 

__________________________________ 
Julia D. Stornetta, District Secretary 

 



455 W Fir Ave • Clovis, CA 93611 • (559) 449-2700  
 www.provostandpritchard.com 

MEMORANDUM 

To:  
Client Contact Julia Storneta – General Manager 
Client/Company Root Creek Water District 

From:  Brian Ehlers 

Subject: Subject/Title Well Permit – APN 049-083-008 

Date:  July 5, 2023 

Julia and Board of Directors:
The attached Well permit request is for the property identified above.  It was received on 6/23/23 for the 
purpose of agricultural production.  Executive Order N-7-22 which adopted on March 28, 2022 and remains 
in affect, requires permitting agencies to among other things (1)  not approve a permit for a new 
groundwater well that would decrease the likelihood of achieving a sustainability goal for the basin covered 
by such a plan and (2) Issue a permit for a new groundwater well without first determining that that 
extraction of groundwater from the well is (a) not likely to interfere with the production and functioning of 
existing nearby wells and (b) not likely to cause subsidence that would adversely impact or damage nearby 
infrastructure. 

From review of the historical district cropping records it does not appear that the land has been used in 
recent years for agricultural production.  Thus, it appears that this new well will increase the water demand 
within the Root Creek Water District Groundwater Sustainability Agency (RCWDGSA) over historical periods.  
It has been the policy to allow for continued use of the land for agricultural production and increased 
surface water supplies will be developed so as to allow for this development.  The landowner pays the 
melded costs for surface supplies to allow for this continued agricultural production.  Thus, the conclusion is 
the proposed new well will not decrease the likelihood of achieving the sustainability goal for the Root Creek 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (RCGSP) nor the basin. 

The RCWDGSA does not issue the permit for the construction of the well, however with a 500 foot setback 
from the next closest adjacent agricultural well it can be estimated that there may be a level impact to the 
adjacent well of up to 5 foot decline in water level while the new well is operating.  Based upon historical 
records it is not expected nor likely that the proposed well will cause subsidence that would adversely 
impact nearby infrastructure.  

\\ppeng.com\pzdata\clients\Root Creek WD-1249\Ongoing\300 Groundwater\Wells\New Wells\2023\APN 049-083-008 Staff report.docx 
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