
 
 

 
 

Regional Water Management Group 
Monday, March 25, 2024, 1:30 pm 

 

Notice and agenda for the regular meeting of the  
Madera Regional Water Management Group. 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 
that the Madera RWMG meeting will be held 

VIA Teleconference: 
 

AGENDA 
 

Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone or Android device: 
Please click this URL to join: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81805172669?pwd=BzGuvD9tO40BHvhUCc2hwNGW8Chl5w.1 
 

Description: RWMG Meeting March 25, 2024, 1:30 PM 
 

Or join by phone: 
Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 

US: +1 669 900 6833 or +1 346 248 7799 or +1 253 215 8782 or +1 646 931 3860 or +1 301 715 8592 or 
+1 312 626 6799 

Webinar ID: 818 0517 2669 
Passcode: 578929 

 
1.  Opening 

A. Flag Salute (Jacob Roberson) 
B. Introductions (Everyone)

2.  Review & Approval - Agenda & Minutes 
A. Approval of March 25, 2024, Agenda 
B. Approval of February 26, 2024, Minutes 

 
3.  Public Comment   

The first 15 minutes of each regular meeting is set aside for members of the public 
to comment on any item within the jurisdiction of the Group, but not appearing on 
the agenda. Items presented under public comment may not be discussed or acted 
upon by the Group at this time. For items appearing on the agenda, the public is 
invited to comment at the time the item is called for consideration by the Group. Any 
person addressing the Group under public comment will be limited to a 3-minute 
presentation to ensure that all interested parties have an opportunity to speak. Also, 
all persons addressing the Group must state their name and county of residence for 
the record.  
 
 

 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81805172669?pwd=BzGuvD9tO40BHvhUCc2hwNGW8Chl5w.1


 
 

 

Items of Interest (Jacob Roberson) 
- The GSA Spring Forum will be held by DWR virtually on May 23rd this year. This 

forum is for GSA members and representatives to come together to engage and 
exchange ideas on topics related to implementation of GSPs, highlight various 
GSA efforts, and foster professional networks.  
  
The agenda and registration link will be shared once the details are finalized. If 
you are a GSA member or representative and would like the agenda and 
registration link once they become available, please let me know and I will share 
it.  
  
Below are links to recordings of previous forums found on DWR’s YouTube 
channel: 
  
• Fall 2023 GSA Forum – Well Management Approaches: From Enhancing 

Local Understanding to Leveraging Local Coordination 
  

• Spring 2023 GSA Forum – Spotlighting Project and Management Actions and 
Progress Towards Sustainability 

  
• Fall 2022 GSA Forum – Funding GSP Implementation 
  

- DWR recently released its Groundwater Well Permitting: Observations and 
Analysis of Executive Orders N-7-22 and N-3-23 report, which focuses 
on Executive Order N-7-22 (paragraph 9, March 28, 2022) and currently 
active Executive Order N-3-23 (paragraph 4, which superseded N-7-22 on 
February 13, 2023).  
  
The report summarizes different approaches taken by well permitting agencies 
and GSAs to comply with the requirements of the Executive Orders, which 
included new well permitting requirements for local agencies to prepare for and 
lessen the effects of several years of intense drought conditions. The report 
recaps perspectives shared by some small communities, provides examples of 
local agency compliance measures, and contains observations of groundwater 
conditions that occurred during the time these actions were underway through 
summer 2023. Policy recommendations are also included than can be used to 
develop future solutions to align land use planning, well permitting, and 
groundwater management. 
  
See more information related to groundwater wells on DWR’s Well webpage and 
resources for well owners and users on how to ‘Be Well Prepared’. For questions 
about this report, please email sgmps@water.ca.gov.   

 
4.  Review & Approval 

A. March Financial Report (Jacob Roberson) 
 
5.  Discussion – Madera RWMG Accounting Functions (Jacob Roberson) 
 
 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnlvdXR1YmUuY29tL3dhdGNoP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ2PVZHMFJVM2E4UFlrIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDIyOS45MTA1ODk2MSJ9.0ogyGzojTiFAGQh8UpNokO9tHTlm1q5mN8chn86NH9w/s/2143724639/br/238004177956-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnlvdXR1YmUuY29tL3dhdGNoP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ2PVZHMFJVM2E4UFlrIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDIyOS45MTA1ODk2MSJ9.0ogyGzojTiFAGQh8UpNokO9tHTlm1q5mN8chn86NH9w/s/2143724639/br/238004177956-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnlvdXR1YmUuY29tL3dhdGNoP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ2PWVwM2cxbU1BUDdJIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDIyOS45MTA1ODk2MSJ9.BunmgtPH6tDLdtu3LAEEIZRvrDJOe8fx_Tlej0j_ITM/s/2143724639/br/238004177956-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnlvdXR1YmUuY29tL3dhdGNoP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ2PWVwM2cxbU1BUDdJIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDIyOS45MTA1ODk2MSJ9.BunmgtPH6tDLdtu3LAEEIZRvrDJOe8fx_Tlej0j_ITM/s/2143724639/br/238004177956-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnlvdXR1YmUuY29tL3dhdGNoP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ2PXdXWWRWOHRPN2pFIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDIyOS45MTA1ODk2MSJ9.UrZUpU4VRe36tqj00C6WEunW3b95Qf3cxr3t6Os3rnQ/s/2143724639/br/238004177956-l
https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Wells/Files/DWR-Well-Permitting-Analysis-Final_March2024.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Wells/Files/DWR-Well-Permitting-Analysis-Final_March2024.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/March-2022-Drought-EO.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Feb-13-2023-Executive-Order.pdf?emrc=b12708&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Wells?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Drinking-Water-Well/Be-Well-Prepared?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:sgmps@water.ca.gov


 
 

 

6.  Discussion – Draft Bylaw Updates (Jacob Roberson) 
 
7.  Discussion – Proposition 1 Disadvantaged Community Involvement Funding 
 A.  San Joaquin Valley (Becky Horn) 

o Projects 12 and 13 
 
8.  Discussion – Proposition 1 – IRWM Implementation Grant 

A. Mountain Counties 
o Indian Lakes (Fahed Mosleh) 

B. San Joaquin Valley Counties 
o Parkwood (Fahed Mosleh) 
o City of Madera (Keith Helmuth) 
o City of Chowchilla (Jason Rogers) 

 
9.  Discussion – SGMA Implementation Grant (Gretchen Heisdorf) 
 
10.  Discussion – Drought Working Group (Jenny Nunez-Rodriguez) 
 
11.  Discussion – IRWM Round 2 Application (Kim Sandoval) 
 
12.  Discussion – IRWMP Project List – Call for Projects (Jacob Roberson) 
 
13.  New or Suggested Memberships to RWMG (All) 
 
14.  Future Agenda Items (All) 
  
15.  Next Meeting Time – Monday, April 22, 2024, at 1:30 pm on Zoom 
 
16.  Adjourn  



 
 

 
 

                Regional Water Management Group 
LOCATION:                                       LOCATION:  Online (ZOOM) 

 
     

MINUTES 
Monday, February 26, 2024, 1:30 pm 

 
 

1.  The meeting was called to order at 1:30 pm, by Bobby Macaulay, chairperson. 
Those present included:  

 
Al Solis – SEMCU 
Aleta Allen – Madera County 
Amy Siliznoff – Madera/Chowchilla RCD 
Becky Horn – Triangle T WD 
Bobby Macaulay – Madera County 
Carl Janzen – Madera ID 
Clyde Wheeler – Indian Lakes 
Craig Wagner – Madera County 
Don Roberts – Gravelly Ford WD 
Emily Garcia – Madera County 
Erin Capuchino – Y/S RCDC 
Fahed Mosleh – Madera County 
Gretchen Heisdorf – Root Creek WD 

Ian Turner – Madera County 
Jacinta Cabral – Madera County 
Jacob Roberson – RWMG Coordinator  
Jason Rogers – City of Chowchilla 
Jeannie Habben – Madera County 
Jenny Nunez-Rodriguez – Madera County 
Jon Cottington – Coarsegold RCD 
Keith Helmuth – City of Madera 
Kim Witten – Madera County 
Kimberly Sandoval – Madera County 
Noah Lopez – MAWA  
Preston McGill – Yosemite Lakes Park 
Sadjeet Johal – SEMCU 

 
2.  Review & Approval - Agenda & Minutes 

• A motion to approve the January minutes and February agenda was made by 
Gretchen H; Keith H second; all voted; Motion passed unanimously. 

 
3.  Public Comment   

• Items of interest were mentioned by Jacob R (for more information, reach out to 
Jacob): 

o The Summit for Equity and Resilience in Water: Success and Lessons 
Learned from the IRWM DACTI Program will be held on March 26th and 
27, both in-person and online.  

o The California Water Commission approved a white paper that contains 
potential strategies to protect communities and fish and wildlife in the 
event of a drought. This white paper will be shared with the Secretaries for 
Natural Resources, Environmental Protection, and Food and Agriculture, 
who requested the Commission’s engagement on this topic.  

o DWR has published the Status of 2020 Agricultural Water Management 
Plans and Implementation of Efficient Water Management Practices 
Report.  

o The Office of Water Programs at Sacramento State is hosting an online 
seminar on March 15th from 12 pm – 1 pm. Topic for this seminar is Safe 
Drinking Water for DACs. This seminar is free and open to the public. 
 
 



 
 

 

o DWR is hosting a week of webinars and virtual workshops to celebrate 
Groundwater Awareness Week 2024 March 11th – 15th. Workshops will 
focus on providing an interactive environment for GSAs to learn outreach 
and engagement techniques to assist with community engagement.  
 

4.  Discussion & Action - Financial Report/Warrant Approvals 

• February 2024 Financial Report 
o Jacob R reported that work is in progress regarding an organization or 

agency taking over the accounting functions.  
o We began the month with $24,560.50 with no incoming or outgoing 

expenses. We ended the month with $24,560.50.  
o Bobby M asked if invoices have been sent out yet, and Jacob mentioned 

that no invoices have been sent to members for dues since there is no 
one for the checks to be sent to right now.  

o A motion to approve the February financial report was made by Gretchen 
H; Keith H second; all voted; Motion passed unanimously. 

 
5.  Discussion & Action – RCDs Joining as DACs 

• Jacob R commented that during last month’s meeting, the group discussed 
waving the membership dues for RCDs. Coarsegold RCD and 
Madera/Chowchilla RCD are interested in joining, but need an official motion to 
be made by the Madera RWMG to allow them to wave the membership with 
joining before submitting a membership application.  

• A motion to approve RCDs joining the MRWMG and waving the member dues 
was made by Al S; Gretchen H second; all voted; Motion passed unanimously. 

 
6.  Discussion – Madera RWMG Accounting Functions 

• Jacob R reported that he spoke with MAWA about handling the accounting 
functions for the group, and they mentioned that the Madera County Farm 
Bureau handles their accounting functions. Jacob spoke with Christina B at the 
MCFB when she returned from vacation, and she mentioned she was going to 
review her notes before getting back to Jacob about handling the accounting 
functions for the group. Jacob gave her a call before today’s meeting and left a 
voicemail. Jacob has not heard anything back from Christina.  

• Jacob added that the group does have a few invoices that are unpaid right now 
and have been for months. Those invoices are for Jacob’s position as the group 
coordinator and also for CalTech Web who manages the website for the group. 
Jacob is fine with waiting for payment and so is CalTech Web until the group is 
able to find an organization or agency to handle the accounting functions.  

• Jacob also added that the group does have a grant that will be closing in June of 
this year. Hopefully something is figured out before the grant is closed out so we 
can receive the money in and get it paid out for the work that is being done on 
the grant.  

o Al S asked if Bobby M can sign the invoices to be paid for the grant, and 
Bobby mentioned he can sign the invoices, but there is no one performing 
the accounting functions so checks cannot be deposited or sent out by the 
Madera RWMG right now.  
 



 
 

 

7.  Discussion – Draft Bylaw Updates 

• Jacob R reported that he received an email about two weeks ago from Joel E 
with the Attorney General’s office. Joel mentioned, “this would seem to confirm 
my intuition that the issue with the Brown Act is the limitation of virtual meetings. 
Unfortunately, I suspect that a legislative fix will be needed, which perhaps could 
be limited to regional multiagency organizations such as yours, as there may be 
resistance to authorizing virtual meetings for cities, counties, school districts and 
special districts with more discrete jurisdictional boundaries.” Jacob did not feel 
like this provided a clear answer regarding the Madera RWMG having to follow 
the Brown Act when it comes to monthly meetings.  

• Jacob added that he reached out to a few other RWMG’s in the past, and they 
mentioned that they do not follow the Brown Act for their meetings. Jacob also 
reached out to the RWMG in Ventura County, and they do not follow the Brown 
Act either for their meetings.  

o Bobby M asked Jacob to send him the information he gathered from the 
different RWMG’s he reached out to regarding following the Brown Act for 
their meetings. Bobby would like this information when talking with County 
Counsel and staff about getting this matter solved.  

• Erin C added that she was talking with a nonprofit’s attorney about this same 
topic for the Yosemite/Sequoia RCDC, and if there is money from any of the 
Board members involved with the County, then you have to follow the Brown Act. 
Bobby mentioned that he understands that but does not necessarily agree with 
the attorney due to conversations Bobby has had with County Counsel. The 
conversation Bobby has been having with the County Counsel has been focusing 
around this group not being established through statute. The group decided to 
meet informally and that we meet voluntarily. We are not a nonprofit. We do not 
have an established Tax ID. We are not necessarily spending money from grants 
or state money, we are more of a pass through for organizations to receive 
grants or state money for various projects.  
 

8.  Discussion – Proposition 1 Disadvantaged Community Involvement Funding  

• San Joaquin Valley  
o Chowchilla Nitrate Control Program / Chowchilla Management Zone – 

Projects 12 and 13 
▪ Becky H reported that the last mailer they sent out advertised a $50 

gift card (Visa card, grocery store gift card, etc.) for the first 50 
qualified applicants. They did receive an increase in applicants after 
offering the gift card.  

▪ Becky also added that Sarah W is going to host a second Zoom 
meeting with Madera County Priority 2 Area Dischargers for the 
CMZ. This meeting will be on Wednesday this week at 3 pm. Those 
dischargers were sent a notice at the end of December that they 
will have to comply with the Nitrate controls. Sarah is going to 
review what the options are to comply. Some options include 
joining the CMZ or the Valley Water Collaborative. The meeting is 
primarily to receive feedback from participants and answer any 
questions they may have. Dischargers have until February 2025 to 
comply.  



 
 

 

▪ Becky mentioned that Chowchilla launched their Domestic Well 
Mitigation Program where they are doing replacement wells for 
domestic wells that went dry. They have done 2 tests for homes 
that have drilled new wells, and both tested below the threshold for 
Nitrate. These homes will be reimbursed for the cost of drilling their 
new wells.  
 

9.  Discussion – Proposition 1 IRWM Implementation Funding 

• Mountain Counties and San Joaquin Valley Counties 
o Indian Lakes and Parkwood 

▪ Fahed M reported that the Indian Lakes project was completed on 
February 21st as far as installation. They are waiting on finishing up 
billing and invoices for this project. For Parkwood, they are 
approximately 38% complete. They have ordered some lids for the 
meter boxes that are placed in driveways or are set in concrete. 
They should receive those lids sometime this week or the beginning 
of next week. The project is moving forward smoothly. They did add 
another person to the crew for the Parkwood installations since 
Indian Lakes is completed. They are installing about 35 meters a 
week with the additional person on the crew.  

• Bobby M asked if there is an estimation on when the 
Parkwood installations will be complete, and Fahed 
mentioned he does not have an answer since they are 
waiting on the lids for some of the meter boxes. His best 
guess for the Parkwood installations to be completed would 
be sometime in April.  

• Clyde W thanked Fahed and Madera County Public Works 
getting the meters installed and getting the project finished.  

o City of Madera 
▪ Keith H reported that the one project that is under construction is 

mostly done. The other two projects are in design.  
o City of Chowchilla 

▪ Jason R reported that they are tentatively scheduled to start 
construction next month depending on weather.  
 

10.  Discussion – SGMA Implementation Grant  
• Gretchen H reported that the formal amendment that was requested for project 4 

(Root Creek WD) was approved. The pay request and progress report 6 (October 
2023 – December 2023) was submitted to DWR on February 21st. It is still under 
review so there is no status update on those yet. The groundwater model update 
is ongoing for project 2. For project 3, they are waiting on permits and an 
easement to be approved prior to moving forward with finalizing 
plans/specifications for construction bidding. A grant amendment may be 
necessary due to the delay in obtaining permits and final easement. This is a 
conversation that Gretchen and DWR will need to have along with their grant 
manager because they have a hard sunset date on this grant and it should not be 
allowed to be extended. This may be an issue for project 3. For project 4, this is 
complete and all the deliverables have been sent to DWR. The final pay request 
was made on pay request 6 which was submitted on February 21st. For project 5, 



 
 

 

there is no new information to share. The various design scenarios are still 
ongoing.  
 

11.  Discussion – Drought Working Group 

• Jenny N commented that their grant application for $125,00 was approved by 
DWR. This grant is for the County Drought Resilience Planning Assistance 
Program. With this grant, the Water and Natural Resources Department is going 
to do some siting for monitoring wells in the Madera Ranchos area, and for 
facilitation to create a domestic well mitigation program for the Madera Subbasin.  

o Bobby M asked when the domestic well monitoring program is expected to 
be out in the Madera Ranchos area, and Jenny mentioned they are 
working on reviewing the draft agreement with DWR. They are looking to 
have a timeline established once the agreement is finalized.  

• Jenny also added that they have an upcoming meeting on March 8th. This 
meeting will be on Zoom at 10 am.  
 

12.  Discussion – IRWM Round 2 Application 

• Kim S reported that they are still waiting to hear back from Public Work’s 
maintenance staff on their schedule to get timing on when the project can begin.  
 

13.  Discussion – IRWMP Project List – 2024 Call for Projects 

• Jacob R commented that the call for projects is done every year as stated in our 
bylaws. The 2024 call for projects will officially open on Friday, March 1st, and 
close on Wednesday, April 10th. During the April meeting, the group will vote on 
either approving or denying projects being added to the IRWMP Project List. 
Also, during this 40-day period for the call for projects, Jacob will reach out to 
various agencies that have projects on the IRWMP Project List right now that 
have received funding from different sources to see if those projects have been 
closed so they can be removed from our list to help dwindle down the number of 
projects on our list.  

o Bobby M asked Jacob to send the application and information for adding 
projects to the IRWMP Project List to the Yosemite Lakes Park Home 
Owners’ Association. They have some interest in expanding their 
knowledge around the Madera RWMG and the projects that can be 
funded through IRWM Funding when available.  

 
14.  Discussion – In-Person Meeting Late Winter / Early Spring 

• Jacob mentioned that the majority of the group members showed interest in 
having an in-person meeting during a regularly scheduled Madera RWMG 
meeting to discuss possible collaboration on projects. This collaboration could be 
on projects currently on the IRWMP Project List or on future projects. Jacob 
added that most of the members mentioned that they can watch the 45-minute 
IRWM Success Video on their own.  

o Bobby M asked Jacob if he had a good sense on what meeting would 
work well for the group to meet in-person, and Jacob said he does not 
have a specific date in mind. Jacob also added that the May meeting is 
currently scheduled for the 27th which is a holiday, so that meeting needs 
to be canceled or scheduled for an early Monday in May. Bobby 



 
 

 

mentioned that for the May meeting, we can move it to the 20th if there is 
anything urgent needing approval from the group (the accounting 
functions for example). If there is nothing urgent needing approval, we can 
go ahead and cancel the May meeting.  

o Bobby mentioned that we will plan to do the in-person meeting in June on 
the 24th. This will give us enough time to make arrangements for the in-
person meeting.  

 
15.  New/Suggested Members for the Madera RWMG  

• Jacob commented that he reached out to the Columbia RCD about the fee being 
waived for RCDs interested in joining the Madera RWMG. Jacob has not heard 
anything back from them yet.  
 

16.  Future Agenda Items 

• Nothing suggested. 
 

17.  Next Meeting 

• Next meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 25, 2024, at 1:30 pm on Zoom. 
 

18.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:04 pm.  



Plan Update Fees and Membership Dues:

Ending Cash Balance 24,560.50$                          24,560.50$                          

Zoom One Pro (Annual Fee) -$                                      -$                                      

Total Cash Decreases -$                                      -$                                      

DAC Prop 1- Madera Farm Bureau -$                                      -$                                      

Cal Tech Web -$                                      -$                                      

Cash Decreases:

Group Coordinator -$                                      

Chowchilla Water District

City of Chowchilla

City of Madera

Gravelly Ford Water District

Madera Ag Water Association

Madera County Public Works

-$                                      

-$                                      

-$                                      

-$                                      

-$                                      

-$                                      

Madera Irrigation District

Madera Water District

Root Creek Water District

SEMCU

DAC Prop-1 Grant Funds

-$                                      

-$                                      

-$                                      

-$                                      

Triangle T Water District

-$                                      

-$                                      

-$                                      

-$                                      

Total Cash Increases

-$                                      

-$                                      

-$                                      

-$                                      

-$                                      

Cash Increases:

24,560.50$                          

January 1, 2024, through 

December 31, 2024

-$                                      

-$                                      

-$                                      

-$                                      

-$                                      

-$                                      

-$                                      

-$                                      

Current Period

Regional Water Management Group

Fiscal Year January 1, 2024, to December 31, 2024

Cash Activity Report for the period March 1, 2024, through March 31, 2024

24,560.50$                          Beginning Cash Balance


