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A meeting of the GFWD  Board was opened in person and telephonically on April 15, 2024 at 	 	 	
1:30 PM.


PRESENT:      In person: Michael Naito, Seth Kirk, Nick Davis, Paul Stewart, and Don Roberts

CALL-IN:        Tom Campagne, Garth Pecchenino - QK Consulting, Keasha Blew - QK 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 Consulting

ABSENT:     	 Diane Kirk

PUBLIC:	 Stephen Dota

PUBLIC CALL-IN:


1.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:   None


2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: On a motion by P Stewart and a second by N Davis, the minutes of the 	 	
	 regular meeting of March 18, 2024 were unanimously approved as emailed.

	 

3.  POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  No potential conflicts were identified.


4.  GSA/GSP (SGMA): 

	 (a) Garth reported the Annual Report had been filed with the POC and then to DWR.

	 (b) Garth reported QK working on 5 year Update. High priority concerns by DWR are 

	 	 (i) domestic well mitigation agreement by the GSA’s in the Madera Subbasin

	 	 (ii) subsidence within the subbasin

	 	 (iii) water quality sampling in representative wells

	 Upon a motion by P Stewart and a second by M Naito, the Board voted unanimously to 	 	 	
	 authorize entering into a contract with QK Inc for completing the 5 year GF/GSP update and 	 	
	 approving the General Manager to sign the contract on behalf of the GF District/GSA


	 (c) Garth reported QK was preparing the WaterSMART Planning and Project Design Grant 	 	
	 	 Application for funding in Fiscal Year 2025. 

	 

	 Upon a motion by N Davis and a second by M Naito, the Board approved Resolution No. 	 	
	 2024-02 for the WaterSMART Planning and Project Design Grant Application and Financial 	 	
	 Support for the GFWD Automated SCADA Water Control Gate Design for Funding in Fiscal Year 
	 2025 by the following vote:

	 	 AYES: Directors N Davis, M Naito, P Stewart, S Kirk

	 	 NOES: None

	 	 ABSTAIN: None

	 	 ABSENT: D Kirk


5.   WATER SUPPLY:  The Bureau is proposing 15% Cl 2 water if and when at the April 12th meeting. 	 	
	 The Bureau has made 400 AF of URF water available to GF on ______________ that has to be 
	 taken by May 5th. Don advised he committed the District to this supply. The cost of the water is 	 	
	 $23.00/Acre Foot which is $7.15/AF cheaper than Cl 2. The criteria is once committed for the 	 	
	 URF, the user is obligated to pay for it even if it is not taken.

	 The District currently has a contract with the Bureau for URF water through the 2024 water year.

	 We started taking water on April 9th at 10cfs for recharge.


6.  BUREAU OF RECLAMATION CONTRACT FOR UNRELEASED RESTORATION FLOWS FOR THE 
	 2024-2027 CONTRACT WATER YEAR PERIOD: the Bureau (United States of America) has 	 	
	 proposed a new contract for Unreleased Restoration Flows for the 2024 Water Period. Water 	 	
	 under this contract will have a sliding scale on cost of water (current water costs for 2024 will be 
	 $23.00 / Acre Foot).
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	 Upon a motion by P Stewart and a second by N Davis, the Board of Directors adopted 	 	 	
	 Resolution 2024-01 for the Contract for Sale of Unreleased Restoration Flows for 2024-2027 	 	
	 Water Years and authorized the President and Secretary to execute the Contract by the 	 	 	
	 following vote:

	 	 AYES: Directors N Davis, M Naito, P Stewart, S Kirk

	 	 NOES: None

	 	 ABSTAIN: None

	 	 ABSENT: D Kirk


7.  SYSTEM MAINTENANCE:  Finished clearing the pond area of weeds.


8.  MADERA REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT GROUP: Highlights of March meeting:

• Update of projects

• Still awaiting a response from the State A.G.’s office

• Still working on obtaining a financial agent.


9.  PROP “218”: Discussion on keeping current Prop “218” in place and proposing a second Prop “218” 		
	 for (a) Water Purchases, (b) Operations & Maintenance Costs, (c) Local share of fundimg 	 	
	 required with some grants.

	 The Board consensus was to propose a “New Prop 218” with a maximum cap of $90/acre If  the 
	 landowners concur with this proposal, then the current Prop “218” with a cap of $30/acre would 		
	 be ended. The “New Prop 218” would be the only Prop 218 Tax /Assessment that would be 	 	
	 collected.


	 Upon a motion by N Davis and a second by P Stewart, the Board of Directors adopted 	 	 	
	 Resolution 2024-03 Resolution of the Board of Directors of Gravelly Ford Water District and the 		
	 Gravelly Ford Groundwater Sustainability Agence Authorizing Engineering Firm’s Preparation of 		
	 Preliminary Report for a Prop “218” Election by the following vote:

	 	 AYES: Directors N Davis, M Naito, P Stewart, S Kirk

	 	 NOES: None

	 	 ABSTAIN: None

	 	 ABSENT: D Kirk

	 

10.   FINANCIAL REPORT:  The Board was presented with a summary of the April 15, 2024 bills, 	 	
	 the April 15, 2024 summary of the District’s Temporary Investments and the April 2024 	 	 	
	 Income & Expenses for the year, along with the monthly totals of Temporary Investments for 	 	
	 2022, 2023 and 2024. On a motion by N Davis and a second by M Naito, the Board voted 	 	
	 unanimously to approve payment of the April bills in the amount of $22,336.42.


11.  CORRESPONDENCE & MANAGER’S REPORT: 


12.  BOARD COMMENTS & FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: None

	 	 	 

13.   ADJOURNMENT:   The meeting declared adjourned at 2:47 PM.

	 Next scheduled meeting is May 20, 2024 at 1:30 PM at  O’Neill Farm Management Office. It is 	 

	 anticipated the meeting will be in person attendance with telephone call-in option.


_________________________________

Diane Kirk, Secretary/Treasurer
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