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WATER & NATURAL RESOURCES NEWS

JULY 2025

SGMA NEWS

COUNTY GSA COMMITTEE
MEETING

Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA)

Committee Meeting
(for the Madera, Chowchilla, and Delta-Mendota Subbasins)
July 1, 2025
1:30 p.m.
Meeting Location: Madera County Government Center
200 W. 4th Street, Madera CA 93637
Board of Supervisors Chambers

REMOTE PARTICIPATION
https://zoom.us/j/83035126482

The Madera County GSA Committee, consisting of the Chair and Vice Chair of the
Board, will be meeting on the first Tuesday of the month at 1:30 p.m. in the Madera
County Board of Supervisors Chambers.

The purpose of this committee is to receive public input on the County GSA items. We
will have public presentations on measurement methods and accounting platforms as
well as a discussion of rates for domestic well mitigation. This meeting will be
followed by a questionnaire being sent to all growers in the subbasin for additional
grower feedback about measurement methods and accounting platform choices.

This is a public meeting, and all are welcome to join.

The agenda and packet for this meeting are on the County website at:
Search - PrimeGov Portal
These documents are also available at the Office of the Clerk of the Board of



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F83035126482&data=05%7C02%7CEmily.Garcia%40maderacounty.com%7Cd97e1607aaad49dcdbd908ddb3307740%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C638863742936605653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zS533gxPSPo8twONrVGf%2BkhMp85ODahnF1FOfX6%2BL7Q%3D&reserved=0
https://maderacounty.primegov.com/public/portal?fromiframe=true

Supervisors, acting on behalf of the Madera County GSAs.

We will also have cake to celebrate the Chowchilla Subbasin GSP
returning from the State Board!

FLOOD NEWS

FLOOD-MAR
NETWORK

Upcoming Lunch-MAR Sessions
Join us on the first Wednesday of each month from 12:30-1:30 PM PST.
[Details here.]

July 2: Regenerative Agriculture and Flood-MAR

Presentation: Regenerative Agriculture, Water, and Nitrogen in the
California Central Valley

Sneak Peek:

What does California’s new definition of regenerative agriculture mean
for water quality and recharge efforts? This session explores how the
state’s landmark move to define regenerative agriculture could influence
groundwater programs—especially efforts to manage nitrate
contamination. Learn how Managed Aquifer Recharge (MAR) may
support both soil health and cleaner water when paired with smart
nitrogen strategies.

When: Wednesday July 2, 12:30 — 1:30 pm PST

Link to join (always the same &)): https://csus.zoom.us/j/83904333987

DROUGHT


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffloodmar.org%2Fget-involved%2F%23events&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7C77d11f92e6e9486f22f908dd9e2bc1d4%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C638840633276554436%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C80000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=56v8904jzVCpY3EFvCr%2FJwM%2BcpVJvoG%2BLa3ABs2283k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcsus.zoom.us%2Fj%2F83904333987&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7Cac9eb174e8374de6bb3308ddb4e97673%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C638865637002251893%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Dg9%2F7NwaruZX9%2FhRbTDxtC1LiWOFqDj8neWmvaNInb8%3D&reserved=0

Drought Work Group
July 18, 2025
10:00 a.m.
The Drought Work Group will educate, coordinate,
and conduct outreach regarding the drought.
For More on Drought

=5

Z

=
v
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The U.S. Drought Monitor depicts the location and intensity of
drought across the country. The map uses 5 classifications:
Abnormally Dry (D0), showing areas that may be going into or

are coming out of drought, and four levels of drought (D1-D4).

The map is jointly produced by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
and National Drought Mitigation Center. Authors from these
agencies rotate creating the map each week, using both
physical indicators and input from local observers.

This map is used by the U.S. Department of Agriculture to
trigger some disaster declarations and loan eligibility.
Individual states and water supply planning may use
additional information to inform their declarations and
actions. Learn more o .

Phoenix

Tucson

Drought & Dryness Categories 9% of CA
DO - Abnormally Dry 23.0%
D1 - Moderate Drought 16.3%
D2 - Severe Drought 17.1%
D3 - Extreme Drought 5.8%
D4 - Exceptional Drought 0.1%
Total Area in Drought (D1-D4) 39.3%



https://www.maderacountywater.com/drought/
https://www.drought.gov/states/california

—Ony Tines —

A New Method for Early Warning of
Flash Drought

The new method can identify flash droughts based on plant wafer stress
using soil moisture data from saftellites.

Flash drought is set in motion by lower-than-normal rates of precipitation,
accompanied by abnormally high temperatures, winds, and radiation. These
changes increase evapotranspiration and lower soil moisture. Flash droughts
can cause extensive damage to agriculture, economies, and ecosystems if it is
not predicted and discovered early. New research describes an early detection
method that identifies flash drought by calculating changes in the Soil Water
Deficit Index, a measure of plant water stress based on soil moisture and soil
properties. This method defines flash drought based on when the Soil Water
Deficit Index falls from measurements indicating moderately dry conditions to
measurements indicating severely dry conditions in under a month and remains
severe for 15 days. At this point, most crops reach a sustained level of water

stress.
Learn More

EVENTS

) D) AN OUTREACH NEWSLETTER



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpj5u9ghab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001TcM9cFpmHIwcZSr8H-1euuXjyH3i4cpMPkwnfuAkaDxE_nbfX2heHlQpYxjU7hXuWRQlMUCDCrLxNpkzljpvwm76L7rmxxTBSHC9WNHLYeU0I-CPaaruy0uIZqKRFFR-Qc2R72gf3sIfKMWZCQAMBWBtM97GKw5TG1F_Zdg_lw0VrCk1WRLIAGKj0Y9eD4qc%26c%3DKJoI-iZ53nPAbk92Th-cWIccaw4e1ivnL14XVnqqt6Es-NCmMXQrgQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Duqc2IWpuuunAaS1d5CZeiSKFQNwo1U5OvfF8x5Gz0UWd-KXuxyVEng%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjeaninne.habben%40maderacounty.com%7C45c1bac3ec314d29e87d08ddae7a1802%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C638858561621285603%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qP7bL16t6U901ocdtp93vR5HbZ32Cx77UmZD8Ks04tw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpj5u9ghab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001TcM9cFpmHIwcZSr8H-1euuXjyH3i4cpMPkwnfuAkaDxE_nbfX2heHgc2EsMzIfinqBomluqxYAPzNY9MjexnC0qX9uFLl3_UEWXfgRDnnrAOAYL6NeLpCK8dljkhkuZahhuleFrx4IIeom-SPQouKJVrQHxeofeIdedtBWuUiL9xqILRhuAf2ULIy2g8P6XToJdG_SZyZ9kfzgLzTrJqlGPZHYBjI2wHGPE10YY3Y8s%3D%26c%3DKJoI-iZ53nPAbk92Th-cWIccaw4e1ivnL14XVnqqt6Es-NCmMXQrgQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Duqc2IWpuuunAaS1d5CZeiSKFQNwo1U5OvfF8x5Gz0UWd-KXuxyVEng%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjeaninne.habben%40maderacounty.com%7C45c1bac3ec314d29e87d08ddae7a1802%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C638858561621299986%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q%2Bp1%2BjBwDSeWNnlcvge5P57acBq7aSE74wSARyg7f34%3D&reserved=0
https://journals.ametsoc.org/view/journals/bams/106/4/BAMS-D-24-0143.1.xml

The Private Well Class webinars are live enrichment sessions, in addition to
the main email course material. Webinar registration is separate from
enroliment in the email class. Both are free and you must register for any of our
webinar dates separately.

Upcoming Webinars — Private Well

Septic Systems 101

July 9, 2025, 1pm Central

Registration

Is My Water Safe to Drink? - Common Questions about Private Wells
August 5, 2025, 1pm Central

Registration

Water Education Foundations
' 2024 Annual Report now

The Water Education Foundation’s 2024 Annual Report is now available in a
new interactive, digital format. The report revisits its successful international
groundwater conference in San Francisco; water issues covered by the Water
Education Foundation in 2024, particularly those involving the Colorado River
Basin, which provides water to approximately 40 million people; 44 Project
WET (Water Education Today) workshops held across the state for K-12
educators to bring lessons on water into the classroom; and, among other
important events, recaps a big anniversary in California: The Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) turning 10. Learn more about these
and other accomplishments by checking out the 2024 Annual Report and find
out which journalist received the Rita Schmidt Sudman Award for Excellence in
Water Journalism.

WILDFIRE & HEAT


https://privatewellclass.org/enroll
https://privatewellclass.org/septic-webinar
https://privatewellclass.org/safe
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fstorymaps.arcgis.com%252Fstories%252F7d174d24de294d83beaaae5f14afbe06%253Fmc_cid%3Dd01c18ab61%2526mc_eid%3D07ff9a7344%2526utm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F010101971732a7df-7f39ac14-c6e9-449e-8dd5-da1108664e51-000000%2FPM6XwhtZLBLhGaw4nUG9HFPEiGbuLlLg3vP-aD1pMSs%3D407&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7C86a7970a3fe1427f3e7a08dd9df024a6%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C638840376968064512%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oLAwfUrs5yysaJM8V9fGtdOsEJDw2mzaLMFBBGit%2BHU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.watereducation.org%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F2%2F010101971732a7df-7f39ac14-c6e9-449e-8dd5-da1108664e51-000000%2F8Fp7EAOeU-qYjcBTYN8W9VAkgqA-4A5CgEeE8p2I35g%3D407&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7C86a7970a3fe1427f3e7a08dd9df024a6%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C638840376968076643%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G2kq%2BfA2916NHPrhgNldFtgwdCIMqvsqlrVPJ0%2Bby6o%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.watereducation.org%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F2%2F010101971732a7df-7f39ac14-c6e9-449e-8dd5-da1108664e51-000000%2F8Fp7EAOeU-qYjcBTYN8W9VAkgqA-4A5CgEeE8p2I35g%3D407&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7C86a7970a3fe1427f3e7a08dd9df024a6%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C638840376968076643%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G2kq%2BfA2916NHPrhgNldFtgwdCIMqvsqlrVPJ0%2Bby6o%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fstorymaps.arcgis.com%252Fstories%252F7d174d24de294d83beaaae5f14afbe06%253Fmc_cid%3Dd01c18ab61%2526mc_eid%3D07ff9a7344%2526utm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F2%2F010101971732a7df-7f39ac14-c6e9-449e-8dd5-da1108664e51-000000%2F6BihnPEF1FDhG9XulcsqOCU9ccdaVZ852AphMyYtMMQ%3D407&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7C86a7970a3fe1427f3e7a08dd9df024a6%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C638840376968088749%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BUeUrY1S1jAjoijmtRMcQYJMpFU1hqNkgtmgGBXpzbc%3D&reserved=0

If a wildfire threatens your home or community,
you may need to leave quickly tY... See more

t’ Build Your
Grab-and-go Bags

small bills

Seasonal ] Personal
clothing 3 toiletries

Phone charger
& battery bank

First aid kit O =0 Batteries
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Emergency plan O Whistle
& documents
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Everyday Wildfire Prevention

@Y. Most wildfires are caused by humans — many everyday things can create sparks.
Keep ignition sources far away from dry vegetation, wood, and other fuel.

X

Have a clear 10 foot radius around campfires, ﬁ Maintain vehicle brakes & tires, and
burning brush, etc. Never leave fires a=y secure tow chains to avoid dragging.
unattended, and always properly extinguish. Don’t drive on dry grass or brush.

_ Use grills/smokers on gravel or '\ Water your lawn & keep grass cut.
vwry paved surfaces. oo Mow lawn early in the morning and
when it’s not windy or excessively dry.
Never toss lit cigarettes on the ground. Aloravs tallowi B Bans SAaa
Put ashes in a metal container with a tight lid. $ays 1alawW DT BaNs St ie T0
Be aware of weather conditions. Low humidity,
Keep water stored near campfires, firé pits . heat, drought and winds are conducive to fires.
grills, smokers, burning brush, etc. ; G

B > R . 3 weather.gov \""?

=,

Wildfire Prevention Information



https://www.weather.gov/safety/wildfire
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/types-of-emergencies/wildfire.html

Heat Heat
Exhaustion Stroke h

Unconscious

For More on Heat lliness

PSA: Now is the time
to secure fences: refill

anxiety/meds, update
pet |D tags, and get
microchips. Fireworks
are coming.

Visit our website at:
maderacountywater.com

Have questions on your allocation, measurement, or any other GSA concern?

Schedule an appointment with us! We can also be reached at (559) 662-8015,

at the County Government Building on the third floor, or you can visit us online
at maderacountywater.com.



https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/heat-stress/about/illnesses.html
https://www.maderacountywater.com/
https://maderacountywater.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58cfa0ba8c3919b95f24fac11&id=7c684d9aa2&e=f787005428
https://maderacountywater.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58cfa0ba8c3919b95f24fac11&id=8a3ea170af&e=f787005428




