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REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 

for 
Madera County Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

RFQ 2026-01-GSA Meter Inspection 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT  
 
It is the objective of this Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for Madera County GSAs (County) to 
develop a list of qualified professionals available to inspect and confirm calibration of 
agricultural irrigation meters. This list will be available for growers within the County 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for independent third-party inspection of meters as 
part of a GSA appeals process for growers to use meter data rather than GSA-determined 
evapotranspiration of applied water from remote sensing, and private meters used as a primary 
measurement method for tracking allocation. The list may be updated yearly and may include 
an additional requirement for meter inspectors to attend a training class in meter certification by 
an outside educational entity. 

 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTAL: On Going  
 
1. PROJECT INFORMATION 
 
Madera County GSA currently has a multi-year contract with Hydrosat/Irriwatch to provide 
ETAW data derived using remote sensing, and to track and report ETAW by farm unit (i.e., a 
collection of parcels owned and/or managed by the same party). As an alternative to the GSA-
derived determination of ETAW through Irriwatch, the GSA has established an appeals process 
and private meter measurement method. This particular RFQ is for professionals qualified to 
perform in-field meter inspections and calibrations. 
 
The appeals process allows a party to refute the Irriwatch data using flow meter data providing 
the meter has been inspected, is within 10% accurate with in-field verification, and is correctly 
installed, maintained (calibrated every two years), operated, inspected, and monitored as 
described by the manufacturer’s specifications.  
 
The private meter measurement method allows growers to install and maintain privately owned 
meters as a measurement pathway for tracking allocation for their farm units. Aligning with the 
appeals process, private meters used as a primary measurement method must be correctly 
installed, maintained (calibrated every two years), operated, inspected, per the manufacture’s 
specifications. The third-party inspectors are required to report installation inspections through 
an online ODK form. In addition, meter readings monthly must also be submitted through an 
ODK form by the grower.  
 
Growers wishing to use the GSA appeal process or private meters for their measurement 
method must use a qualified inspector from the GSA list of qualified professionals for meter 
inspections and/ or for in-field calibration.  
 
Attachment A, Resolution No. 2024-121, Exhibit A, provides the required elements for an 
appeal.  Qualified inspectors would be able to provide Item 2 and Item 3 listed in the exhibit. 
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Attachment B, Resolution No. 2025-044, Exhibit A, provides a rule refinement for using private 
meters as a primary measurement method for tracking allocation. Qualified inspectors would be 
able to provide documentation for Calibration (Meter Accuracy) and Installation (Meter 
Accuracy). 
 
Growers will independently contract with the qualified inspector and will be responsible for all 
costs for meter inspections and/or calibrations.  
 
For installation inspection, a report from the inspector must be provided to growers that 
contains: 

• Photos and descriptions of each meter installation per manufactures specifications  

• Include GPS coordinates, make, model, and serial numbers  

• A test for each meter accuracy 

• Any other relevant data 

• Submit information through Madera County ODK form 
 
Additionally, for in-field calibration, a report from the inspector must be provided to growers that 
contains: 

• Photos and descriptions of each meter calibration 

• Include GPS coordinates, make, model, and serial numbers  

• Accuracy of flow meters and demonstrating they meet manufacture range of tolerance. 
(or the meters are within 10% accuracy of in-field verification equipment) 

• List serial # and the last calibration data for the field-testing equipment (field testing 
equipment must be calibrated, within the last two years)   
 

Information about allocations for the Madera County GSA: 
https://www.maderacountywater.com/allocations/ 
 
Information about the measurement of ETAW: 
https://www.maderacountywater.com/measurement/ 
 
Information about the appeals process:  
https://www.maderacountywater.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/RES-NO.-2024-121-1.pdf 
 
Information about rule refinements for groundwater flow meters used as a measurement 
method:  
https://www.maderacountywater.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/RES-NO.-2025-044.pdf 
 

 
2. PROJECT LOCATION – Madera County GSA 

 
The Madera County GSAs are the “white areas” on the map shown below, and includes areas 
in the Madera, Chowchilla and Delta-Mendota Subbasins. It does not include those lands 
shown in color, which are part of other GSAs. This RFQ is for work only within the Madera 
County GSAs. 

 

https://www.maderacountywater.com/allocations/
https://www.maderacountywater.com/measurement/
https://www.maderacountywater.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/RES-NO.-2024-121-1.pdf
https://www.maderacountywater.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/RES-NO.-2025-044.pdf
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3. ELIGIBILITY 

 
1. In addition to other requirements stated in this document, to be eligible to 

respond to this RFQ, the Consultant must be trained in the use of field-testing 
equipment and have experience with similar projects and services to those in 
this RFQ. Each Consultant shall meet all legal, technical and professional 
requirements necessary to provide the requested services with the exception of 
being a registered engineer, which may be waived. 

 
2. The County reserves the right to investigate the Consultants' qualifications or 

any identified sub-consultants, and to contact referenced clients to confirm 
qualifications as it deems appropriate.  

 
3. Many consulting firms may be described as qualified. Sub-consultants can join 

any number of Primary consultants submitting a Response to this RFQ.  
 

4. QUESTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS 
 
1. Include the project number with each question. Send all questions to: 

etmeasurement@maderacounty.com 
 

 
 
 

 

mailto:etmeasurement@maderacounty.com
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5. QUALIFICATIONS SUBMITTAL

1. All qualifications packages must be submitted to the Department of Water and
Natural Resources at: etmeasurement@maderacounty.com

2. All costs for preparation of proposals shall be borne by the proposer.

6. EVALUATION AND SELECTION

1. The County will include firms on the list that score at least 25 of 30 points. The County
will review and evaluate proposals against the following criteria:

# Description Points 

1 Qualifications: Do the qualifications of key personnel to be assigned to 
working on the Project Scope demonstrate sufficient experience and 
expertise? 

10 

2 Project Experience and Success:  Has the proposing firm demonstrated 
that they, or the staff assigned to the engagement, successfully 
completed services, similar to those specified in the Project Scope 
section of this RFQ? 

10 

3 References: Are the firm's references from past clients and associates 
favorable? 

10 

6. This request does not constitute an offer of employment or to contract for services.

Attachments 
Attachment A: No. 2024-121 
Attachment B: No. 2025-044 

mailto:etmeasurement@maderacounty.com
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Attachment A



















Attachment B 






















