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FLOOD NEWS

Methodology

+ Combination of mechanical and
hand crew removal and water safe

chemicals

Victory for Ash Slough: 700 Tons of Invasive Weed Removed
Madera County and Chico based nonprofit River Partners have successfully
removed 700 tons of the highly invasive plant Arundo donax from a 300 acre

stretch of Ash Slough. The massive cleanup marks a critical victory for local flood
safety, water conservation, and wildfire prevention.
Originally planned to span five regional waterways including Berenda Slough,



Chowchilla River, Dry Creek, and the Fresno River, crews shifted their full focus to
Ash Slough due to the sheer density of the infestation. Arundo donax, also known
as giant reed, poses severe threats to the Central Valley ecosystem:

« Flooding: The weed grows up to 30 feet tall, clogging waterways and
forcing floodwaters to overtop riverbanks and levees.
« Water Loss: It consumes five times more water than native plants, draining

vital groundwater.
« Fire Hazard: Unlike native river vegetation, it is highly flammable even

when green.

By eliminating this ecological threat, the project restores natural river flow and
protects Madera County communities from future climate disasters.

Results

* From October 1 through November
30 700 tons of Arundo were
removed

SGMA NEWS

County Groundwater Sustainability
Committee Meeting



NOTICE OF CANCELLATION

Madera County
Groundwater Sustainability Agency
(in the Madera, Chowchilla, and Delta-Mendota Subbasins)
Committee Meeting

Tuesday, June 2, 2026
At 1:30pm

MEETING LOCATION
Madera County Government Center
200 W. 4" Street, Madera CA 93637
Board of Supervisors Chambers

In case you missed the Madera County GSA Committee meeting on May 05, 2026,
the recording and agenda packets can be viewed on the
County GSA Committee webpage.

Information can also be found on the Board meeting portal.

Summary of
GROUNDWATER R u I e s
% Booklet

An updated Summary of Rules Booklet for 2026 is out now! Growers should expect
to receive a hard copy in the mail. Didn't receive a copy? You can view it on our
website or call our office to schedule a time to pick one up in person.

Click Here to View the Booklet Online



http://www.maderacountywater.com/county-gsa-committee/
https://www.maderacounty.com/government/board-of-supervisors/clerk-of-the-board/meeting-agendas-videos
https://www.maderacountywater.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2026-Summary-of-Rules-Booklet-FINAL.pdf

DELTA -
MENDOTA

SGMA

ey New Policy Safeguards Domestic Wells in the Domestic Well Policy Briefing

2 Delta-Mendota Subbasin June 5, 2026, Noon
. A new Domestic Well Mitigation program is being G5A representatives, NGO3 and other Community
= implemented to protect shallow well users from members are invited to find out mere about the new
L2 dedining groundwater leveis caused by subbasin Domestic Well Policy at a lunchtime briefing on May 29,
¥ The subbasin During this session we will review the appiication process
using state and i and more detai r i
guidelines. While fewer than three wells per year are Registration is open now HERE.
Delt. bb - Spring 2026 i likety to be affected, the Mitigation Policy will address fng cegi: Py
eligible wells.

Delta-Mendota Subbasin exits State Water Board
Intervention, Returns to DWR Oversight

Central Valley Program Aims to Pratect Households

The State Water Resources Comtrol Board)
unanimously adopted a resoiution on April 7, 2026, t0
ratumn the Deita-Mandota Subbasin to tha jurisdiction of
the California Department of Water Resources (DWR]. By
avoiding 3 “probationary” designation, the subbasin's
growers will not be required to pay the state a 5300 fee to
register their wells and then pay 520 per acre foot
pumped.

The Water Board's decision follows the release of 3 March

The GSP will be periodicalty reviewed by DWR and the Who Can Apply from Contaminated Well Weter
e M e The program focusas on domestic well owners and GSAs in the Delta-Mendota and other Central Valley
e i small water systems using groundwater for sublasins have parinered with Valley Water Collaborative
Subbasin GSAs Parter to Tackle Groundwater househoid needs. To gualify: (VWE) to offer free, confidential nitrate testing for private:
Management via New Joint Powers Authority * The wiell must have been in use when the revised el and provide fras, safe drinking water 1o residents
Tha 23 Dalta-Mendota Subbasin GSAs have formed a Joint e S mE Ry i et St with comtaminated wells. This program, funded by the
Powers Authority (IPA) to collaboratively manage (2024) ) State Wister Board's SAFER program, addresses high nitrate
Srouedaihe B da Gl + The well owner must register their well (f 2 local levels and inciudes testing for other contaminants like
GSA has a registration program]. arsenic.

AJPAi3 alagal antity formed by two or more public
agencies to jointly exercise common powers. JPAs allow
agencies 1o cooperate, poal resources for insurance, issue

# Wells inszalled after plan adoption at shallower

VW wiorks with various G54S to fulfil requirements under
depths than GSA-approved thresholds are not

the Nitrata Control Program and GSP implamantations.

2026 Water Board Staff Assessment which concluded that ligible. The it i
- aled ik e = partnership allows the organizations to work
e mbduchls o e m""“,’ e PrepEE induding e How the Program Works collaboratively to aveid duplication of efforts in their
le significant progress in addressing pravious! 5 If a domestic well stops producing water, the weil- respactive administration of their programs.
identified deficiencies through its revised, 2024 single Since the formation of G345 in the Subbasin, the San Luis & ﬂ’m,m;;;m;;m: zmm' (Ju g
Groundwatar Sustainability Plan (G5P) Defta-Mendota Water Authority [SLOMWA) has provided botted water o tank delivery), Once » complete. i s
The Water Board became invoived in oversight for the e spplication has been submitted, the GSA will make Domestic Well Mitigation Policy. In the event VW,
Deita-Mendota Subbasin in March 2023, after DWR subbasin, The assistance of SLOMMNA was imarke 2 reasonable efforts to provide short-term emergency &ncounters 3 dry well that may be eligible for miigation
‘s muttiple JFRACY Mpri casadhy e CELAS. Shdy, SIS water, The GSA whene the well s located will under the Domestic Well Mitigation Policy, VWC will notify

¢ (somn)  Board mission to focus on core objectives e s e o s Sl proasna

regulatory DWR oastilot etk by the well failure and identify the most appropriate resident with raferral information on the resident's options
wiher reier SamA: response, in GSAs evaluated several optians 2 s 4

the Water Board for fu -mﬂ:::‘m A5 S e P A ey solution. Solutions might include lowering 3 pump, for seeking mitigation under the Delta-Mendota Subbasin

status.

Key Progress and Improvements.

The State Water Board staff's recommendation was based
itical updates made 1o i

on
GSP:
+ Unified Management: The GSAs adopted 2 single,
b jide plan i tipie individual pians.
+ Drinking Water Protection: A new mitigation program
was estabished to protect domestic drinking water wells
from the levels or

T despening or replacing a well, or connedting o a Domestic Well Mitigation Policy.
o nearby water system. If the failure isn't related to
groundwiater levels, for example a mechanical

T R B T B T e To leam more sbout groundiwater testing for nitrates and

i porary free drinki for those impacted
#uthority, governed by a 7-member board represanting 2l failure, the GSA will help connect the awner with oy TN s o 1 | En I jud

the subbasin GAs, ensures loeal control and protects other svailable resources. mitrates, visit: hupg:/valevwatercorg.

member rights while mansging sustainabilicy sffors. The Program Funding How to find your 654

goal of the JFA s to deliver collaborative, efficency-driven 4 5300,000 pool has been set aside to allow 2 quidk Mot sure what GSA you are in? You can check on the DIWR
r‘““(‘:‘_' “m"‘“‘?;ﬁ'”‘ﬂmr“" respanse to a domestic well failure. Each GSA will wiebsite, on-ling GSA Map Viewer. Just enter your home or
Nove: Going farward shere wi s e (o o, 150 fund its investigations and bus address HERE,

and Widren Water Districts have joined the Central Deita- :;uwp;i:;“" TR FETnE 5 .
Mendota GSA JPA) i

water quality degradation.
= Pumping Reductions: The pian now includes pumping.

limits and specific pumping each GSA
group to combat chronic groundwater lowering and fand
subsidence

+ Water Quality Monitoring: The agencies expanded the
frequency and scope of well sampling to better track and
address groundwater quality concerns. G345 will
continue to evaluzte the GSP as they work toward
achieving sustainabiity.

Members of the public are invited to attend the JPA Board Deia-Mendota Subbasin G548
o esclors meeng rie orn prion tte Gratiand. — Ao P
3 Central DeitaMencata County of Matera—3 Patterson migation District
Awvenug, Los Banos he Gty of Dos Puios oMl Turner lsiand Water Distrcr-2
comments is included in every agenda. Mestings are held at City of Frebaugh Farmers Wates District 5an Joagquin Rrver Exchange
1:00 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of the month, except in City o Gustine Fresna Caunty| Management Area &' Contractors Water Autharity
September and Novernber of 2026 when mestings will be City o Loz Banes Frezno County| Management Area B Whest Stanistaus Imgation District
e s City ot Mendors Grazsiana Waer D
City of Newman Merced County| Deita-Mendota

Subscribe to the mailing list here:

o [ ———— 2 Spring 2026 Nawslettar

Click Here to Read the Delta Mendota Newsletter

Delta-Mendota Subbasin
Domestic Well Program
A Public Guide to Protecting Your
Drinking Water
Special Briefing
Friday, June 5, 2026
Noon—12:45p.m.

Register Here:
https/fstantec zoom.us/meetingfregister/Ir_UaS50Tzm53N0O_spemrA

S—- L rad

AR

You Are Invited
The Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) of
the Delta-Mendota Subbasin invite you to attend a
special briefing on their Domestic Well Program.

During this session you will learn more about what
the program includes, who is being protected and
the critical steps the GSAs are taking to protect
drinking water.

The briefing will focus on domestic wells and small
water systems with 14 or less connections. You will
hear about steps to take if lower groundwater levels
put a well at risk, or if there are issues with a dry well,
or well water quality.

If you have a domestic well in the subbasin or help
people that do, this briefing is for you.

In addition to a presentation, time
will be set aside for questions and
comments.

Register at the link above or with the
QR Code in this box.

1

Reqister Here



https://deltamendota.org/programs-newsletters/
https://stantec.zoom.us/meeting/register/Jr_Ua9S0Tzm53NO_spemrA#/registration

MADERA COUNTY GSA

B S

MADERA COUNTY GSA

Madera County GSA Dry Well Program Eligibility Dlgibsitity Requiremats

| 3 5 T * Mo Blancowrareith B domestic
waell locabed within the MCGSA
e

T PRODTY MUSE e B ST Wl
R i gy anfte L1006 o 1o the
Salf-Holp Erforeeises inborim water
assatane kst (W 3.dry domesic woe
Bt 19 i grouchabli Mt
that accurred sfter the 11/2000
cutalf).

o POty DWN MUSE have fanad

2 PrOperty for @ minimaam of one yea.

To cetarming which G54 your propaly & within, please viiT i £ m“m“m

Frogram wobsite Bt maderanywed com “Tabitable."

Pre-Gualified Orillers El3E

For @ kst of pre-qualfied criler's, please visit MadendryweLoom.

Madera County GSA Dry Well Program Process

Anpiy Apvarement

Madera Dry Well Program

The Madera County Groundwater Sustainability Agency‘s (MCGSA) Dry Well Program
(Program) provides financial assistance to landowners impacted by declining groundwater
levels in the Madera Subbasin, within the MCGSA. This Program helps fund (up to
$35,000) the drilling of new domestic well or connection to an existing community water
system to replace those that have gone dry or been damaged by subsidence.

Click here or scan the QR code in the flyer above or visit maderadrywell.com for
more information.

EVENTS



https://maderadrywell.com/
https://maderadrywell.com/
https://maderadrywell.com/
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FIRE ADAPTED MADERA

e 28 COUNTY (FAM CO)
FAM CO WILDFIRE RESILIENCE
OFFICE

RIBBON CUTTING
& RESOURCE FAIR

Celebrate the Grand Opening of the FAM CO Office!

Join us as we open a new hub for @ Meet local partners
wildfire resilience, community Learn about angoing
praparedness, collaboration, and wildfire mitigation efforts
regional partnerships in Eastern 0 Pick up pragram resources
:  Madera County. and information

@ Help us celebrate this
exciting milestone far

aur communities
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f@ai\ DATE: @"' TIME {
t H : } 1230pm-2pm |

e June Ind =

AJ Next Lunch-MAR webinar on
"~ Wednesday, June 3

The next Lunch-MAR meeting — “Flows, Fish, and FIRO” — will feature Dr. Andy
Martin, acting deputy director in the U.S. Army Engineer Research and
Development Center’s Environmental Laboratory at the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. This hour-long webinar begins at 12:30p.m on Wednesday, June 3.
Registration is not required to attend.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Ffloodmar.org%252Fget-involved%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2523events%2F1%2F0101019e69bd8f4e-802191a8-1ce1-4310-8b36-5864c50fb9ab-000000%2FWWGbkYWZFyV4QztZWbysW1CP5nJh29SYZVAe-kIxPbE%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7C03ad854423c74201ed4108debbf8799d%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C639154873361389588%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NCwcr4BupXH3bpPVi5816W56niCwMGJD12ZVmFMLknM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fstantec.zoom.us%252Fj%252F99278014166%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2523success%2F1%2F0101019e69bd8f4e-802191a8-1ce1-4310-8b36-5864c50fb9ab-000000%2FvbJQr_LGJHxC5DR3NJa2MAK-pvGeG-UAbOpazNH31uQ%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7C03ad854423c74201ed4108debbf8799d%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C639154873361408574%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ldodS1ISWh8g84I6O2wBMT7nc5oVZuDkVPqYI8xQdQE%3D&reserved=0

IRRIGATION EVALUATIONS

FEBRUARY - NOVEMBER

Maximize your crop production by identifying
inefficiencies in your irrigation system. Our free
evaluations help you conserve water while
improving distribution uniformity and system
performance — leading to healthier crops and
higher yields with less waste.

We Will:
» Conduct an in-field system
and site evaluation
+ |dentify any system
inefficiencies
+ Develop full conservation plan

To schedule an evaluation, (U california
please contact: alma_(_),rlqus

Kevin Reyes
)} Programs@maderachowchillarcd.org
T (559) 755-5148 \

/‘ \D\ STRIC ¥

AEEER B B

VA XFRCES

for Invertebrate Conservation

= Farmers of specltallty crops

Who
Shol‘lld » Conssrvation practioners
nttend? = Pallinater and wildlife enthu.

Tetranowva Ranch. ne
W Floral Ave, REGISTER
Helm, CA g36a7

FOR MORE INFORMATIGM, CONTACT JEMAEMCCARTHY X ERCES.ORG

CALFCRMIA DEPAITWENT GF

cdfa FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
e ——



https://drive.google.com/file/d/16NNJ9DUIKVYl4vu-tVhTEOh5ppa0v9DA/view

June 11, 2026 Terranova Ranch,
Pollinator Habitat Program demonstration and hands-on activities
More information and registration on our Terranova Ranch Flyer.

7 ﬁi}\)

GIS EOR

FORESTRY
WORKSHOP

EMITE / I

JUNE 29-30, 2026
h bl

REGISTRATION COST: $60
LUNCH INCLUDED WITH REGISTRATION

OHEE
Leauiiel  Space is limited. Register online @
frdy  hitpsidlink,ucanr.edu/gis-oakhurst

Please contact Alison Deak at aldeak@ucanr_edu with questions

Reqister Here

OTHER NEWS



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F16NNJ9DUIKVYl4vu-tVhTEOh5ppa0v9DA%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7CTukta.Phetasa%40maderacounty.com%7C925ecab69d9c4ea95f9f08de97750216%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C639114726029905721%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5Z1HX%2BBbQZ96yEG8WPh293rsI5OcFsqlZobXpe0hjmI%3D&reserved=0
https://surveys.ucanr.edu/survey.cfm?surveynumber=49053

GRITIGAL FIRE WEATHER

BE READY T0 GO

WWW.READYFORWILDFIRE.ORG

HIGH FIRE DANGER

GUSTY WINDS
AND LOW HUMIDITY

WEST SIDE HILLS

ON THE COASTAL
RANGE AND THE

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY:
IN EFFECT 5 AM
SATURDAY TO 8 PM
MONDAY

HIGH FIRE DANGER

GUSTY WINDS
AND LOW HUMIDITY

FOR THE MOJAVE
DESERT AND SLOPES
IN EASTERN KERN
COUNTY: IN EFFECT
5 AM SATURDAY TO
11 PM SUNDAY

Apply to be Part of the 2027
Class of UC Master Gardeners

Fresno and Madera County residents who want to
share their passion for gardening with the public are
encouraged to apply to become volunteer Master
Gardeners.

The program, offered in counties throughout the
state by the University of California Agriculture and
Natural Resources, trains and certifies gardening
enthusiasts to extend research-based knowledge
on home horticulture, pest management and
sustainable landscaping.

Currently there are about 270 Master Gardeners in
Madera and Fresno counties. In 2027, Fresno will
add 40 volunteers and Madera will add 10. The
application period is now open through July 31 for
the class of 2027. After the deadline, applicants will
be invited to Meet the Master Gardeners at the
Garden of the Sun, where they will schedule their
interview appointments.

Click here for More Information



https://ucanr.edu/blog/fresno-gardening-green/article/apply-be-part-2027-class-uc-master-gardeners

Visit our website at:
maderacountywater.com

Have questions on your allocation, measurement, or any other GSA concern?
Schedule an appointment with us! We can also be reached at (559) 662-8015, at
the County Government Building on the third floor, or you can visit us online
at maderacountywater.com.



https://www.maderacountywater.com/
https://maderacountywater.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58cfa0ba8c3919b95f24fac11&id=7c684d9aa2&e=f787005428
https://maderacountywater.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58cfa0ba8c3919b95f24fac11&id=8a3ea170af&e=f787005428

