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SGMA NEWS

County Groundwater Sustainability
Agency Board Meeting

The next Madera County GSA Board meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, October 06, 2026.

For more information, visit the Board meeting portal to view the full agenda packet and
recording.
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MADERA COUNTY GSAs

FAL!

- GSA RESOURCE FAIR
November 6, 2026 O) Madera County

Government Center
ﬁ 10:00am - 2:00pm

Main Lobby
No Registration Needed

’R

200 W. 4th Street
Madera, CA 93637

You’'re invited! Come & explore...
« Meet your Water Resources Specialist
Discover the Dry Well Program
Madera/Chowchilla Resource Conservation District
Natural Resource Conservation Service
Madera County Flood Control Agency
California Water Institute & More!

@ Join us for Dessert & Refreshments!

WNR@maderacounty.com @ (559) 662-8015 WWW., maderacountywater com

Flood




Cal FOANIA - T IFDAMUL NATLAAL RFRCAACE R AGEFMCY A WTH MEW BOM, GIVERNOR

EEHT FLI'u.L 1u".ﬂ'l.LLE‘l" FLOOD PROTECTION BGARD

Community Meetings on the Draft Modified Designated Floodway

The Central Valley Flood Protection Board (Eoard) enforces standards for the operation of the
fiood control system within Califomia’s Central Valley to protect life, property, and the general
welfare of residents and landowners. These responsibiliies include designating floodways
along the Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers and their tibutaries and modifying existing
designated floodways when conditions have changed. We are pleased to discuss the draft
floodway for the Fresno and Upper San Joaguin Rivers with your community. This mapping
aJnng with a fact sheet and answers to I'requenﬂy asi:ad quwl]ons are available at

review and use. Current designated floodways are also viewable at
hittps: Ngis bam water ca govibam/.

The designated floodway for the Fresno River is located within Madera County from Lake
Hensley/Hidden Dam dovmstream through the City of Madera to Road 22 %2 (36.968137°N,
120.138405°W). That for the Upper San Joaguin River is located along the Fresno-Madera
County border from Millerton Lake/Friant Dam dovanstream to near the intersection of James
Ave and W Shiedds Ave in Fresno County (36 777097"N, 120.193207"W)

Meeting Date & Time

Thursday, Oclober 8, 2026
10:00 AM —12:00 PM (Frezno River)
1:00 PM = 3:00 PM (Upper San Joaguin River)

Meeting Location

Madera County Water and Natural Resources Department
200 W. 4" Street, Suite 3100
Madera, CA 93637

An option for remole attendance will be provided closer to the meeting date.

Preliminary comments, questions, and requests for infemet access (in-person attendance only)
must be submitied by e-mail to flocdway@cvilood ca gov. Please include your name and
professional affiiation. After the meeting, the Board wall schedule a hearing to discuss adoption
of the modified designaled floodway. You may also centact the Board at (916) 956-T385 for
additional information.
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El Nifio in California: Information & Preparedness Guide
Mid-September 2026 Update

What is El Nifio?

El Nifio refers to the warm phase of the El
Nifie-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) climate
pattern, characterized by unusually warm ocean
surface temperatures in the central and eastemn
trepical Pacific Ocean.

El Mifio is an oceanic phenomenan. It is not a
storm or a series of storms.

El Mifio can significantly influence atmospheric
steering currents and storm track, often altering
typical seasonal precipitation, ocean
temperatures, and coastal weather hazards in
California.

What is the Forecast for 2026-20277

A strong El Nifio is strengthening in the eastern
tropical Pacific Ocean.

There is a very high likelihood (98% chance) of
a very strong El Nifio event through the fall and
winter.

There is a high likelihood (75% chance) of a
historic event that would exceed the strength of
previous El Nifio events dating back to 1950.
Stronger El Nifio events can more significantly
tilt the odds in favor of expected outcomes but
even very strong El Nifio events do not lead to
the expected impact everywhere.
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What are the Potential Weather Hazards
during El Nifie? (These are not a guarantee!)

Enhanced Heavy Rainfall: A warmer ocean
increases the amount of available maoisture in
the atrmosphere. This can shift global storm
tracks and enhance precipitation in winter
storms, leading to prolonged rain events, flash
floeding, and urban drainage overflow.
Landslides and Debris Flows: Heavy rainfall
on saturated hillsides can increase the risk of
mudslides and debris flows—especially in
recent burn scars and steep topography across
coastal ranges.

Coastal Erosion & Storm Surge: Winter
storms can bring large waves and storm surge
to coastlines. In addition, higher ocean levels
due to warmer than normal waters can lead to
more severe coastal erosion and coastal
flonding, especially during periods of high tides.
Snowpack Dynamiecs: While warm ocean
temperatures often bring warmer storm systems
(raising rain-snow elevations), strong El Nifio
cycles can yield heavy Sierra Nevada
snowpack at higher elevations, impacting spring
melt runoff.

How Should You Prepare?

Prepare for winter storms like you do every
winter in California with heightened awareness.
Clear storm drainage systems and complete
maintenance on vulnerable infrastructure.
Forecasts, details, and impacts from potential
winter storms come into view in the one to two
week forecast. Coordinate with your local NWS
office for briefings or visit weather.goy for the
latest forecasts, walches, and warnings!

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE - CALIFORNIA WEATHER FORECAST OFFICES

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration « U.S. Departrnent of Commerce

For more information



https://www.weather.gov/media/sto/pdf/ElNinoinCalifornia.pdf

Before the Rainy Season — A Quick Checklist

v" Inspect the watercourse and identify trash, excessive vegetation damaged private
structure, or flow restrictions.

¥" Remove trash and manageable debris and dispose of it properly.

¥ Manage excessive vegetation that significantly restricts flows; avoid unnecessarily
removing healthy vegetation that helps stabilize the banks.

¥ Keep privately owned culverts, fences, crossings, or other structures from becoming
hazardous obstructions.

¥~ Do not place cut vegetation, soil, construction material, or other debris where
stormwater can carry it into the channel.

¥ Make routine maintenance a habit instead of allowing vegetation and debris to
accumulate for years.

Don’t Over Clear

Proper maintenance does not mean removing every tree, shrub, or piece of
vegetation. Remember, vegetation can also help stabilize banks and reduce
erosion.

Important
Check before major channel worlk,
Excavation, grading, substantial vegetation removal, bank alteration, or other work affecting
the waterway may require County, State, or Federal review or permits.
Check requirements before beginning significant work.

EVENTS

SCHENYCE Celebrate Science Day 2026
DAY 4t CNRA on October 5 & 6

The California Council on Science & Technology (CCST) and the California
Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) will host Science Day 2026 at the CNRA
headquarters building in Sacramento on Monday and Tuesday, October 5 and
6. This annual event connects state-level science and policy with the ongoing
research in universities, laboratories, and other research institutions across
California. Through exploring the various initiatives underway at different State
agencies, this effort seeks to develop new or expanded opportunities to support
California in achieving its climate goals. Registration for this in-person event is
open now.
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AJ Next Lunch-MAR webinar
o on Wednesday, October 7

The next Lunch-MAR meeting will feature Ellen Bruno, associate professor of
Cooperative Extension at UC Berkeley. Her presentation will explore the
economics of managed aquifer recharge (MAR) from the costs and benefits
identified across the research literature to new insights from the Kern Water
Bank. This session will preview a forthcoming synthesis report and present an
empirical case study using agricultural land values to estimate the economic
value of groundwater storage and banking for landowners. This hour-long
webinar begins at 12:30 p.m. on Wednesday, October 7. Registration is not
required to attend

OUR VALLEY ~ OUR VINE ~ OUR STORY

SAVOR THE FLAVOR OF THE CENTRAL VALLEY WITH TABLE

~ SAVE THE DATE
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THE INHOLE Vike

FESTIVAL

For More Information



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%252FCL0%252Fhttps%3A%25252F%25252Ffloodmar.org%25252Fget-involved%25252F%25253Futm_medium%3Demail%252526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%252523events%252F1%252F0101019e64f93777-0263003e-05a2-4748-825a-92c124e641f5-000000%252FXpA1unIADt5-gpzEqMXnnjFZpjirxlsL6_wVAH8W6mw%3D452%2F1%2F010101a0f29f9b42-27ef661c-8128-4787-a023-5226b98e591b-000000%2FX06lLKEdIe0G0ZX5GdM5cVFvUDk0ks_kNSwcwGUJcrY%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7C1829ef83eebb42de27c908df1efb78c8%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C639263740269064538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ewKYXT8igJcDLiwUNo4OGjeK4CNrWAAAfZ%2BU%2F6mYXLM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fellen-bruno.com%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F010101a0f29f9b42-27ef661c-8128-4787-a023-5226b98e591b-000000%2FDVzKPfA4QgQhdxYk4TZlERO_sXg-Q34rKatpiFdDN9M%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7C1829ef83eebb42de27c908df1efb78c8%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C639263740269074099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1L60Noy1%2FlepqbnqZhrUA%2B11lSDF6RqcAiIjxETZF5w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fnature.berkeley.edu%252Fcooperative-extension%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F010101a0f29f9b42-27ef661c-8128-4787-a023-5226b98e591b-000000%2FScqijwmQk-RIy1Au5EhkSlPZkJqjLKAlva-NZtAT_FU%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7C1829ef83eebb42de27c908df1efb78c8%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C639263740269083650%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=joE2nF8rdQBL8k%2FToWzY8PpNstXOOlVMmgNxmYCZlcE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%252FCL0%252Fhttps%3A%25252F%25252Fstantec.zoom.us%25252Fj%25252F99278014166%25253Futm_medium%3Demail%252526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%252523success%252F1%252F0101019e64f93777-0263003e-05a2-4748-825a-92c124e641f5-000000%252FyGQONnvc6oc3XkAcrWEJ5UOTzHT8ZJoDfWg4gEBg7R4%3D452%2F1%2F010101a0f29f9b42-27ef661c-8128-4787-a023-5226b98e591b-000000%2FhqXoAAGCXDMMYq2DntQdyHr79E9-nluNVruQ_71WtQA%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7C1829ef83eebb42de27c908df1efb78c8%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C639263740269208207%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KPkqQPaUFhwnVSt2xNMzsQiVToxLxx8Mfop%2BbfYRJOk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%252FCL0%252Fhttps%3A%25252F%25252Fstantec.zoom.us%25252Fj%25252F99278014166%25253Futm_medium%3Demail%252526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%252523success%252F1%252F0101019e64f93777-0263003e-05a2-4748-825a-92c124e641f5-000000%252FyGQONnvc6oc3XkAcrWEJ5UOTzHT8ZJoDfWg4gEBg7R4%3D452%2F1%2F010101a0f29f9b42-27ef661c-8128-4787-a023-5226b98e591b-000000%2FhqXoAAGCXDMMYq2DntQdyHr79E9-nluNVruQ_71WtQA%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7C1829ef83eebb42de27c908df1efb78c8%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C639263740269208207%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KPkqQPaUFhwnVSt2xNMzsQiVToxLxx8Mfop%2BbfYRJOk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.thewholevine.com/

IN THIS HANDS-ON WORKSHOP THURSDA, OCTOBER 79, 2026

YOU WILL LEARN T0- 8:30 M - 12:30 PN

° Grow food using regenerative methods 77303 E NONTE VISTA AV[, I][M!.IR, o

° Build and restore living soil 95316

0 Design productive ecological systems 10 REGISTER: 7

o Understand how regenerative farms actually operate CONTACT OR SCAN QR CODE-

(@ 559 755-5148 (@ https/maderachowchillarcd.org (A CREDITS & >
' (DFA INMP CREDITS PENDING! E'

The Madera/Chowchilla RCD will be hosting The Living Soils: Regenerative
Systems, Pollinator Habitat & Biodiversity on the Farm, an on-farm
educational workshop and tour on October 29th from 8:30 AM-12:30 PM.
Registration for this workshop can be completed by visiting or scan QR code:

Sign up Here

NAVIGATING RISK IN UNCERTAIN TIMES
45th Annual Agribusiness Management Conference

THURSDAY OCTOBER 29112026

October 29", 2026 — 8:00am to 1:00 pm
Location: Pardini’s, 2257 W Shaw Ave.
Fresno California


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSerEbD13PEABBq9GRvtEsjDA5hUWbFrVLELYv0CkaFa5EYLIQ/viewform

Shop | Transact - Register
Agribusiness Management Conference - Institute for Food and Agriculture
For more information.

CalCAN Conference 2026

Hova e 9

Save the Date for the California Agriculture & Climate

Conference!
San Joaquin Valley perspectives. Statewide agricultural solutions.

Agriculture is facing urgrecedented challenges rom dimale change, economic pressutes, and increasing regulalion.

CalCaN's inaugural San Joaguin Valley conlerence will bring logether farmers, researchars, ischnical advisors, palicyrmakers
and agriculiural leaders rom across California to dscuss chalienges, expiore opporfunities and buid connections owands a
siranger, more resilient agricullurel andscape across Calilomia.

Date:
Mavember §, 2026
Lscation:

DaoubleTres Fresno Convention Center
Fresna, GA

Registration apens Seplember 8, 2026

Click here to learn more!

RECHARGE

IN ACTION

A Farmer Field Day

November 17, 2026

Join us for a classroom and field day event focused on real-world groundwater
recharge solutions for Central Valley farms.

Explore Recharge Find Funding and Understand the Farmer-to-Farmer
Options Support Benefits Leaming
See how recharge Leam about incentives, Discover how recharge Hear practical insights
basins, injection wells, technical assistance, and can support and real-worl:
subsurface recharge. and resources for racharge supplies, farms, habitat. you can apply on your
‘on-farm recharge work projects. and flood management.

RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY!

Visit the event website to learn more and register:
@ hitps/ywww californiawater org/event
o Or call (559) 278-7001 to register.

Fundiing for this évent was in part made possible by, from the LLS.
s contents are solely authars and do nct v views of the USDA.

FRESN@STATE. | Galifornia Water Institute

Recharge in Action: A Farmer Field Day


https://commerce.cashnet.com/cashnetg/static/storefront/fresnoem_ifa/catalog
https://jcast.fresnostate.edu/ifa/announcements-events/ag-business-conference.html
https://calclimateag.org/conference/

The California Water Institute at Fresno State in partnership with Sustainable
Conservation is hosting a classroom and field day for landowners on November
17 at the Fresno State campus. Whether you own or lease property, you will
learn about groundwater recharge solutions that are available, hear from
growers implementing these practices in their fields, and learn how recharge
can support SGMA compliance and long-term farm water resilience. Learn
more and register today at https://www.californiawater.org/event/recharge-
in-action/ or call (559) 278-7001 to register.
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For More Information

OTHER NEWS



https://www.californiawater.org/event/recharge-in-action/
https://www.californiawater.org/event/recharge-in-action/
https://www.maderaarts.org/celebrate-agriculture-with-the-arts-2026/

Water Blueprint
~

for the San Joaquin Valley

The Water Blueprint for the San Joaquin Valley and the California Water
Institute at Fresno State recently released the Unified Water Plan for the San
Joaquin Valley, a congressionally authorized, federally funded report that gives
local, state, and federal decision-makers a single roadmap for water investment
across the eight-county region.

Click here to read the full plan.

WILL BE VISITING THE

OAKHURST
FALL FESTIVAL

They are bocals from
Patient Feather

Ranch and Rescue.?

Get a chance to get a little

up close and marvel at their
beautiful long eye lashes.

v

FAMILY FUN @ LOCAL B ANIMALS B COMMUNITY



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fx9pnjshbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001gwHdIx5tA84ju6brQYAUrLaB4yp3-czjtvzuBxkhciWpy0JqAz45edMTsVBRw2kXiryn9YvoLKxwBGstMtqz14MFekBhkuOYx4VzJTODAqXxYxeTvb6jlvnN5nZpqqxDmcr7vCovnix5_OF2ftSpytmYPBBZImrcYtZP6lhBOwMOluFIeMAQUAwa6JtCO8qAnoAxr6-1kQkkT805tZZZ1A%3D%3D%26c%3DeBmnYNj5IX0QWQAo6Iu67vZ9bY2I26GYYyy3YSvOZfZLWVyWBOKF6Q%3D%3D%26ch%3DCBUNtO2UUsrcoBwQ79StDOKDlam2t1P7YIaBqKqfF_PVg747eaEcgQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7Ca8f5736137c74ce9450208df0edd0f2e%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C639246014804799536%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NJ4oY9Si6ehCjLlgQtkpDcCLFLKXJefMA8S%2BiAEQAII%3D&reserved=0
https://waterblueprintca.com/information/the-unified-water-plan/

Worried about the upcoming
storm season?

We are here
to help!

Visit the FAM Co office or contact us to

get information on local resources, and
ways to get prepared for sform season.

fireadaptedmaderaegmail.com
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Different | Raﬁtors of North America Eriou] ©
pe, tail shape and flight style to help identify! yod

S& == Use wing s

b-—
Falcons

® Long, pointed wings

* Long tail

 Fast, powerful flight

* Often flap more
than other raptors

/" Pointed

wings Example:
Peregrine Falcon
(and American Kestrel)

%

Accipiters
® Short, rounded wings Examples:
- I(_)or]gktai! . Cooper's Hawk
* Quick wingbealts, :
then glide Sharp-shinned Hawk

® Built for speed and agility

Buteos

Broad, rounded wings
Short, wide tail

Soars and glides
Often seen riding

Examples:

Red-tailed Hawk
Red-shouldered Hawk
Broad-winged Hawk

thermal currents g
Northern Harrier
* Long, narrow wings Northern Harrier
* Long tail Unique white patch

e Flies low, often with
a slight V shape
* May appear to hover

on rump (often visible

in flight) W
wings

Osprey

Look for the dark

wrist patches.
=

Osprey

* Long, narrow wings

with a noticeable “kink”

Shorter tail

* Often holds wings in an
"M" shape

e Usually near water

Bald Eagle

* Very large, broad wings

L]

* Short, white tail (adults) Bald Eagle
* Soars with flat wings Adults have a white
* Immature eagles have head and tail.
mottled dark and light
plumage (no white tail) “Lo i)
Shallow V
Turkey Vulture (wings angled up)

* Very large, broad wings

* Short tail

* Holds wings in a shallow V
(dihedral)

Often teeters while soaring
Two-tone look: dark body
with lighter underside edges

D??E;er?fywmgs @ Secret Life of My Bac/(yard

Turkey Vulture
Look for the two-tone
v A wings and small head
LA A (appears smaller

\/ than other raptors).

Amazing Birds! (2 g with Marion v/

Visit our website at:;
maderacountywater.com



https://www.maderacountywater.com/

Have questions on your allocation, measurement, or any other GSA concern?

Schedule an appointment with us! We can also be reached at (559) 662-8015,

at the County Government Building on the third floor, or you can visit us online
at maderacountywater.com.



https://maderacountywater.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58cfa0ba8c3919b95f24fac11&id=7c684d9aa2&e=f787005428
https://maderacountywater.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58cfa0ba8c3919b95f24fac11&id=8a3ea170af&e=f787005428

